ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS 

AGENDA for SEPT. 2 8, 2010

I.
Welcome 
II.
Patriots Prayer or Other Prayer  click here

III.
Song to America Star Spangled Banner (7MB file) and lyrics

IV.
Pledge of Allegiance

V.
Announcements

a. Hope you all have your notebooks with you and copies of the Articles.  If not, please bring them next week!  You will want to take notes or jot down ideas as we move through the Articles. (Pass out paper to anyone who needs it.)

b. We held an Orientation Meeting last week to talk about the purpose of Operation People Power and the Meetups and what we hope to accomplish. It’s important for all participants to have received the orientation and to maintain a copy in their notebooks. A copy of the Orientation material is available for download at www.givemeliberty.org/AOFMeetup. 

c. Attendee Sheet – We will pass around a sheet at every meeting so all who attend can sign in.  Please download the Form provided here. The Secretary will maintain the Attendance Sheet in the Records Book.
d. Dues – The purpose and amount of the dues is discussed in detail in the Orientation material. In brief, each participant is asked to support the activities of the local Group at the rate of $3 per month (including the cost of the subscription at meetup.com), and the cost of the guidance and support by the national organization --  We The People Congress, at the cost of $7 per month (or $50 per year).  
The Treasurer will receive and maintain the record of the $3 dues payments and all local expenditures. 

 The Treasure will not be involved in the receipt of the WTPC membership (national) dues. Those will be paid directly by each member, on-line. To do this, please visit the Congress Membership page. 

e. Election of Officers – tonight we need to elect or appoint a chairman, secretary and treasurer.  (Each group can decide whether to take volunteers for the positions or do some sort of nomination, voting process.  Whatever is done, should be quick!)
VI. Old Business – there should be no old business at this meeting
VII. The Articles of Freedom – Article #1
The purpose of the Meetup is to study the Constitution, the Articles of Freedom and to take appropriate steps, along with many others across America, to restore constitutional governance.  

Tonight we will look at Article 1.  This Article focuses on Sovereignty. 
The Delegates of Continental Congress 2009 heard Tom DeWeese, President of the American Policy Center, who was also the First Delegate from Virginia, talk about this issue.     

Let’s hear what he said. 
(Video links on this page, see SEP. 28th section)

The Delegates also received other information to consider, including the Petition for Redress regarding Sovereignty and the North American Union.  Let’s read through it together to see what it says.  (People can take turns reading so it moves along.)  (.PDF printable version)

The Delegates then went to work.  They deliberated, debated and voted.  This is what they came up with:

Read Article 1: Sovereignty and the Declaration of Independence
Read the Remedial Instructions

Read the Civic Actions

Here are the links to view Article 1 online and/or print Article 1


HERE ARE THE ARTICLE 1 REMEDIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

============================================

Congress and the Legislatures of each of the Several States shall reaffirm the fundamental political and legal principles that: 

The Declaration of Independence is the Original and Supreme Assertion of the Independence and Sovereignty of We the People and as such, it constitutes the Great and Indispensable Charter and Guarantee of our Freedom and Liberty. 

 The Declaration of Independence asserts that We the People have “assume[d] among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them”; and that the original thirteen Colonies took upon themselves the status of “Free and Independent States” with “full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do”. 

 The purpose of the Constitution of the United States is to provide a Charter for the Government of the People of the United States in their “separate and equal station” that they have assumed “ among the powers of the earth” through the formation of “a more perfect Union” among the States. Through this Union, the Sovereignty of the People is exercised through a federal government under the control of the People and for their benefit. Therefore, the Constitution cannot serve any international, supra-national, anti-national or merely private function that would infringe upon the right of the People to that separate and equal station that the Declaration of Independence guarantees them. 

The Constitution of the United States, as the Supreme Law of the Land, is based upon the Principles of Liberty stated in the Declaration of Independence. Therefore, the Oath or Affirmation taken by all government officials at every level to protect and defend the Constitution also binds them to support those principles in the Declaration of Independence.  

Therefore, no public official may lawfully take any action whatsoever that:

1.  results in the surrender, alienation or delegation of the sovereignty of the People of the United States

2. by entangling alliances, special relationships, or through political or economic subservience, advances the interests of any other nation, international organization, supranational entity or private organization at the expense of the sovereignty of the United States. Any such action by a public official is a violation of that individual’s Oath or Affirmation of Office and is therefore treason against the Constitution for the United States of America.

=============================================== 

We hereby instruct Congress to repeal all legislation for which it cannot show constitutional authority under the enumerated powers of Article I, Section 8. 

===============================================

 We hereby instruct our State Legislatures to:

 1.  Adopt State Sovereignty Resolutions that assert the power of the State to treat as null and void all federal legislation that exceeds the enumerated powers of Congress under the Constitution; and to enforce such resolutions by the interposition of the State to protect its citizens from unconstitutional federal legislation.

 2.  Demonstrate principled leadership: Strengthen the State's power to protect its citizens; and completely and forever eliminate the most common means of federal coercion by refusing all federal funds that are not specifically authorized by the Constitution.

3.  Encourage the true and proper “general welfare” of the State by repealing state welfare legislation.  Thus, leave the citizens free to build strong families, exercise true individual charity and rebuild actual community through voluntary association rather than government coercion.
=================================================

Unfortunately, we cannot expect these REMEDIAL INSTRUCTIONS of themselves to bring about the end goal of restoring constitutional governance.  It is the Nationwide Civic Action and Pledge that is proposed in the end of the Articles of Freedom which can bring about a critical mass of Americans to stand together for the Constitution.  Small groups and individuals cannot prevail in bringing about the kind of change we need.  We need to come together.
Let’s read the Nationwide Civic Action and Pledge.  


NATIONWIDE CIVIC ACTION

Delegates to Continental Congress 2009 and others from Each of the several States, shall serve this document titled, “Articles of Freedom,” with its Remedial Instructions, on each United States Senator and Representative in their offices located in their respective States, placing them on notice that We, the Free People of America, believe them to be in violation of their Oath of Office and the Constitution for the United States of America.
 

When a goodly number of millions of American people agree, we will withdraw our financial support from the federal government, in a lawful and constitutional manner, and implement other responsible civic actions, until all violations of the Constitution for the United States of America CEASE.
 

MY PLEDGE

In full view of The Creator as my witness, I hereby pledge my signature, and vow to join with a goodly number of millions of Americans to hold our elected and appointed officials accountable for all of their violations, with a firm reminder that each one has sworn an Oath (or Affirmation), to Preserve, Protect and Defend the Constitution for the United States of America. In seeking to hold them accountable, I shall hold myself accountable to do the same. 

We, the undersigned, renounce and condemn any and all INITIATION of violent force and will pursue all lawful and Constitutional means to fulfill our duty. 

I place my name here and shall participate as an Eternal Record of the Will of the People to be Free. 

VIII. Brief Discussion – Questions and Answers

IX.   Preview Next Meeting: Homework for Meetup for ARTICLE #2 – OCT. 5th

Next week we will study Article 2: Constitutional Governance

To prepare for the meeting, please read Article 2.

X. Closing Remarks – Thank you for coming!  Tell your friends, family members, associates, neighbors, about the group and invite them to come. Please remember to use the AOF “calling cards” and “tear sheets” to promote the Group and its next meeting.

It is an honor and a privilege to be doing this with you.

See you next week!

####

Adjourn

