ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS 

AGENDA for ARTICLE 10
I.
Welcome 
II.
Patriots Prayer or Other Prayer  click here

III.
Song to America “AMERICA”, MP3 file and lyrics


(other songs and lyrics found on main resource page)      

IV.
Pledge of Allegiance

V.
Announcements

a. NOTEBOOKS:  Everyone should have a notebook for the AOF meetings to hold copies of the Articles, handouts, notes, etc.  (Organizers & officers too!)
b. ORIENTATION: For all new members, again WELCOME!  If you missed the Orientation meeting, please go to this web page and catch up on the Orientation materials and introductory videos: www.givemeliberty.org/AOFMeetup.  

By reviewing the Orientation materials and the videos you will more readily see where we are in the overall AOF civic education process and you will more readily grasp the nature, history and profound power of the First Amendment Petition clause that is at the heart of the entire Articles of Freedom process. (No matter where any individual or new Meetup group joins the process, minimum recommended viewing includes introductory curriculum materials through June 22nd [Article 3, Right to Petition for Redress of Grievances]).
c. ATTENDEE SHEET – Please download and use the Form provided here for all who attend to sign in. The Secretary will maintain the Attendance Sheet in the Records Book.
d. DUES – The purpose of the dues is discussed fully in detail in the Orientation materials. In brief, each participant is asked to support the activities of the local Group at the rate of $3 per month (including the cost of the subscription at meetup.com), and the work of the national organization --  We The People Congress, at the cost of $7 per month (or $50 per year).  
The AOF project cannot succeed without your financial support!

The $3 local dues are paid locally to the Treasurer. The $7 national dues are paid as a WTP Congress membership. Each Meetup member needs to join the WTP Congress on-line at www.WeThePeopleCongress.org. Here is a direct link to Congress Membership page. 

e. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Officers not elected at a previous meeting should be elected tonight.  The duties of chairman, secretary and treasurer are set forth in the Orientation document. 
f.  PROMOTE YOUR AOF MEETUP! -- To reach "critical mass" we need to reach out consistently and repeatedly within our communities to promote the weekly Meetup groups. We cannot promote our mission too much! 

Organizers should actively assist Members in actively promoting the meetings by distributing the easily customized, home-printable AOF Meetup “Invitation Cards,” “Tear Sheets” and “Press Releases.” The Cards can be printed on biz-card form stock available from Staples or other office supply stores. Links: 
AOF Meetup Business Cards: FRONT-of card-v1  FRONT-of-cardv2  BACK-of-card-v1
AOF Meetup Flyer: FLYER-Tear-Slip-v1 
AOF Meetup Press Release Template  Find your local media: Link 
VII. New Business: The Articles of Freedom – ARTICLE #10, MONEY AND ARTICLE 1 OF THE CONSTITUTION


OVERVIEW:

Tonight we will look specifically at Article 10 of the Articles of Freedom, MONEY AND ARTICLE 1 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Article 1 of the Constitution mandates the Congress (quoting),"To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures." Article 1 also mandates Congress provide for, "…the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the United States".

Please note the use of the word "COIN" -- it is not a mistake.

Our Founders, well versed in history, political science and economics knew full well that the enduring security of the Republic and prosperity of the People required the use of an honest form of money to facilitate sound and honest commerce between both men and nations.  

Indeed the Founders' experiences with the colonies' use of paper currencies and the difficulty of raising funds to fund the Revolution compelled the Founders of our new nation to finally base its monetary system on a fair, enduring and universally valued unit of monetary exchange -- gold and silver, coin via mandate of the Constitution.

As the six-thousand history of civilized man has shown, it is the most prudent use of gold and silver as the basis of monetary exchange that sustains social Justice and Order, as well the principles of Property and Liberty. In the alternative, it is the destruction and debasement of a nation's currency that precedes its certain demise.

Indeed, many historians attribute the fall of Rome directly to its unquenchable desire to grow its Empire through endless military conquests and its debasement of its circulating currency, the Roman denarius. By continually lowering its silver content from almost 95% pure to less than 1/2 a percent during its final years, the Emperors of Rome came to inflict grave damage on their People through massive price inflation, disruptions in commerce, crippling taxes and widespread social dysfunction. In the end, Rome collapsed and in its dust it left an economic and political foundation from which the first feudal orders would eventually emerge.      

Unfortunately, our nation has in many ways, chosen the same path as did Rome. 

In the early part of the 20th century, the power to create our currency was handed over by Congress to a privately-owned cartel of banks which are today known as the "Federal Reserve System."  The Fed, a corporate creature of secret design proposed by the nation's prominent bankers, was essentially granted the power to create "money" out of thin air and then loan it back to our government -- with interest.  Congress further assisted by mandating that only this special paper currency -- i.e., "Federal Reserve Notes" could be used as lawful money. 

The currency of America quickly devolved from bona fide certificates of deposit, directly exchangeable for fixed quantities of gold and silver coin, into a compelled national paper currency, exchangeable only in other Federal Reserve Notes!        

Since that day in 1913, the practical value of the "dollar" has fallen by some 97% through the continuing collusion of the Federal Reserve, the U.S. Treasury and the U.S. Supreme Court.  As the Fed and its member banks have continued to geometrically escalate the volume of paper and electronic dollars through the  contrivances of Treasury Bills, consumer and commercial loans, credit cards, mortgages, etc., the state of our national finance has been decimated and the wealth and productivity of our People have been steadily siphoned off to the unknown, unseen, private owners of the Federal Reserve.  

More recently, newer, "high-tech" financial products offered by Wall Street in order to leverage assets via of "dollar-creation" (and enjoy their hefty profits) include Credit Default Swaps (CDSs), Collaterized Debt Obligations (CDOs) and Mortgage Backed Securities (MBS).  Together, these synthetic dollar-backed instruments -- all based on the underlying currency fraud, have resulted in a globe-wide tsunami of dollar-backed securities totaling in worth literally huge multiples of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the entire planet. 

In short, because of the adoption by most of the world's central banks of the U.S. Dollar as the global "Reserve Currency," and through violations the Constitution's money clauses, the Fed's owners, with the full cooperation of the U.S. Government, have not only enslaved the American People under a national debt that, by its very nature, can never be repaid, they have may have inadvertently risked the very solvency of the entire monetary system of the planet.
"Let the Americans adopt their funding system, and go into their Banking institutions, and their boasted independence will be a mere phantom" 
William Pitt, Chancellor of the Exchequer, England, 1791 

 "In the absence of the gold standard, there is no way to protect
savings from confiscation through inflation. ... This is the shabby
secret of the welfare statists' tirades against gold. Deficit spending
is simply a scheme for the confiscation of wealth. Gold stands in the
way of this insidious process. It stands as a protector of property
rights. If one grasps this, one has no difficulty in understanding the
statists' antagonism toward the gold standard."  Alan Greenspan, 1966
Capitalism, the Unknown Ideal, by Ayn Rand,
with additional articles by Alan Greenspan - 1966


 SHOW VIDEO:

Tonight we'll watch a short video by Continental Congress's First Delegate from Virginia, Tom DeWeese.  DeWeese presented the content of a powerful letter penned by monetary historian and Constitutional expert, Dr. Edwin Vieira.

In his letter, Vieira proposes several bold Remedial Actions to end the fraud of the Federal Reserve and U.S. Dollar.

If possible, display ARTICLE 10 & THE REMEDIAL INSTRUCTIONS during the video.
(Video link will be posted on http://www.givemeliberty.org/aofmeetup, 
see AUGUST 10th section)

ORGANIZERS: Remember that if a video will not open in full screen mode, it can be viewed at near full-screen using the "magnification" setting on the browser window (Internet Explorer, lower right corner).  Please remember to provide adequate sound amplification for your computer as needed; speakers can plug directly into the headphone jack on any laptop. Remember to bring an extension cord, as needed, to power the speakers.

VIII. Brief Discussion – Questions and Answers

IX.   Preview Next Meeting – ARCIEL 11
Next week we will study Article 11,
PUBLIC DEBT AND ARTICLE 1 OF THE CONSTITUTION 
 

Our Republic has entered a time of history where our public debt can hardly be measured, much less controlled.

Beyond the obvious political implications, of critical importance is the constitutionality of such debts.  Aside from the monetary clauses of the Constitution, the Constitution strictly limits the issuance of debt by the Government and controls that the use of any such debt proceeds be used for strictly public purposes.

More subtle, but just as real, are the implications and risks posed by a large national debt on the Constitution's finely-tuned system of balanced powers, particularly those ensuring the viability and independence of sovereign state governments.

Included in next week's discussion will also be the opinion of Dr. Edwin Vieira and adopted by the Continental Congress, that virtually most of the current public debts of the United States are inherently void because they arise directly out of unconstitutional acts.


Homework for next week:

Please read Article 11 from the Articles of Freedom, the Constitution's Money & Debt Clauses, and the WTP Petition for Redress of Grievances on this topic.

Please also take time to read the short Petitions for Redress to the Federal Courts, challenging the use of public funds to fund the AIG and TARP bailouts, involving the gifting of huge amounts of taxpayer money to assist private corporations.  

As usual, the links for these documents can be found on the ArticlesOfFreedom.us website, at the bottom (footnotes) of the HTML version of Article 10 of the Articles of Freedom.
  
X. Closing Remarks – Thank you for coming!  Tell your friends, family members, associates, neighbors, about the group and invite them to come. Please remember to use the AOF “invitation cards” and “tear sheets” to promote the Group and its next meeting.

It is an honor and a privilege to be doing this with all of you.

See you next week!

####

Adjourn

ORGANIZERS:  Please note the Meeting Minutes Form:  AOF FORM 104

Meeting minutes should be recorded by the Secretary and approved via signature.  Word by word transcriptions not needed, significant content, transactions, elections, etc. should be recorded.  Please retain all minutes/corrections in permanent records.

Please remember to keep up on your record keeping! It is critical to maintain the integrity of our organization, provide the transparency needed to attract supporters and to insure the continuity of every local AOf Meetup. 






