ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS 

AGENDA for August 17, 2010

I.
Welcome 
II.
Patriots Prayer or Other Prayer  click here

III.
Star Spangled Banner MP3 file (song, 7MB file) and lyrics
            OR
            Song to America “AMERICA”, MP3 file and lyrics
      
IV.
Pledge of Allegiance

V.
Announcements

a. NOTEBOOKS:  Everyone should have a notebook for the AOF meetings to hold copies of the Articles, handouts, notes, etc.  (Organizers & officers too!)
b. ORIENTATION: For all new members, again WELCOME!  If you missed the Orientation meeting, please go to this web page and catch up on the Orientation materials and introductory videos: www.givemeliberty.org/AOFMeetup.  

By reviewing the Orientation materials and the videos you will more readily see where we are in the overall AOF civic education process and you will more readily grasp the nature, history and profound power of the First Amendment Petition clause that is at the heart of the entire Articles of Freedom process. (No matter where any individual or new Meetup group joins the process, minimum recommended viewing includes introductory curriculum materials through June 22nd [Article 3, Right to Petition for Redress of Grievances]).
c. ATTENDEE SHEET – Please download and use the Form provided here for all who attend to sign in. The Secretary will maintain the Attendance Sheet in the Records Book.
d. DUES – The purpose of the dues is discussed fully in detail in the Orientation materials. In brief, each participant is asked to support the activities of the local Group at the rate of $3 per month (including the cost of the subscription at meetup.com), and the work of the national organization --  We The People Congress, at the cost of $7 per month (or $50 per year).  
The AOF project cannot succeed without your financial support!

The $3 local dues are paid locally to the Treasurer. The $7 national dues are paid as a WTP Congress membership. Each Meetup member needs to join the WTP Congress on-line at www.WeThePeopleCongress.org. Here is a direct link to Congress Membership page. 

e. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Officers not elected at a previous meeting should be elected tonight.  The duties of chairman, secretary and treasurer are set forth in the Orientation document. 
f.  PROMOTE YOUR AOF MEETUP! -- To reach "critical mass" we need to reach out consistently and repeatedly within our communities to promote the weekly Meetup groups. We cannot promote our mission too much! 

Organizers should actively assist Members in actively promoting the meetings by distributing the easily customized, home-printable AOF Meetup “Invitation Cards,” “Tear Sheets” and “Press Releases.” The Cards can be printed on biz-card form stock available from Staples or other office supply stores. Links: 
AOF Meetup Business Cards: FRONT-of card-v1  FRONT-of-cardv2  BACK-of-card-v1
AOF Meetup Flyer: FLYER-Tear-Slip-v1 
AOF Meetup Press Release Template  Find your local media: Link 

VII. New Business: The Articles of Freedom – ARTICLE #11, 
PUBLIC DEBT AND ARTICLE 1 OF THE CONSTITUTION


OVERVIEW:

Tonight we will look specifically at Article 11 of the Articles of Freedom, PUBLIC DEBT AND ARTICLE 1 OF THE CONSTITUTION

As many know, the almost century-old fraudulent nature of our current currency (Federal Reserve Notes), and the fraud of fractional "reserve" banking have not only provided the privately-owned corporate banking cartel virtually endless profit from the creation of limitless debts, this system has infested and corrupted our system of government finance to such an extent that today the very viability of our national currency and the ability of our nation to service her debts has been called into question from all corners of the globe.

In short, the Sovereignty of the United States -- to exist as a nation of the world -- is now in question due to the profligate, boundless and rapidly escalating borrowing of our Government. 
Not only is our country experiencing frightening levels of fiscal year funding deficit shortfalls, the "nominal" national debt of the United States has now risen to almost 100% of the Gross Domestic Product of our nation, that is, the basic operating debt of our nation has grown to equal almost an entire year's wealth production of the People (i.e., roughly $14 Trillion dollars) This equates to roughly $43,000 per U.S. citizen.

Most importantly, this level of "officially" recognized debt is not the complete, accurate picture of the national debt as the "official books" of account are generated  without even considering unfunded liabilities (such as mushrooming Social Security, the federal prescription drug program and Medicare expenditures), and without even considering  so-called "off-budget" "emergency" expenditures (such as the now decade long wars in Iraq and Afghanistan).  

Furthermore, the debt picture fail to even consider the fact that the current debt of the nation is currently being financed at highly unusual, historically unprecedented low interest rates being manipulated almost toward almost "zero" rate by the privately-owned Federal Reserve bank.  

Note as well that the "official" national debt of $14 Trillion, does NOT include any PRIVATE debt such as credit cards, student loans, car loans or privately financed mortgages.  This nominal $14T national debt figure, as well, does NOT include potential taxpayer liabilities that may likely arise from continuing losses from the government-backed mortgage guarantee corporations Freddie Mac, Fannie Mae and the FHA. The figure also does not consider potential significant losses that the Treasury is legally bound to backstop as additional FDIC federally "insured" banks will likely fail over the coming months against a now virtually bankrupt FDIC and foundering economy.        

In accounting for the true nature of our national finances, using the accounting rules and practices most American businesses are required by law to use, the Unites States, in fact, has a true national public debt estimated in excess of
$100 TRILLION dollars. 

To put this unimaginable number in larger perspective, in 2008 the World Bank estimated the (yearly) GDP (Gross Domestic Product) of the entire planet Earth at $61 Trillion dollars.  

Of perhaps more importance in our examination however, for the purposes of the Articles of Freedom, is the legal nature of these federal debts.

To start with, much, if not virtually all of the debt incurred by the federal Government during the past decades has been for patently unconstitutional purposes -- that is for activities and purposes not authorized by Article 1 of the Constitution.

Can our government legitimately saddle the People of our nation - and their children -- and grandchildren -- with an un-payable national debt that was engaged for purposes of expenditure NOT authorized by our Constitution?

Do such debts have any authority or legitimacy in the Law?

And what about culpability and fiduciary responsibility of knowledgeable third parties (e.g., foreign central banks, sovereign wealth funds, "institutional" investors, etc.) which may have lent such funds to the U.S. Government knowing full well that such funds were inherently being used for unlawful/extra-constitutional purposes?  Do such third parties bear the legal burden of potential non-payment as an inherent risk of engaging in such a transaction? 

And even more egregiously, even if such funds are borrowed into existence, can our Treasury then use such public funds for private purposes such as the 2008 AIG and TARP bailouts?     

Although brief, this week's Article 11 raises not only many questions about the dangers posed by the almost immeasurably high levels of debt this nation finds itself trapped by and its consequences on our political system and balance of powers, it fundamentally probes a larger question: What implications exist regarding the legality the debt if such debts were raised for, de facto, unlawful purposes -- i.e., purposes NOT expressly authorized by Law -- our Constitution.

Critically, Article 11 points the way to the solution to free ourselves and our nation from the chains of the world's bankers and their drug of debt: -- I.e., the formal, public repudiation of the debts of the United States, to the extent they have been utilized for unconstitutional purposes.     
As we will learn tonight, even the U.S. Supreme Court concurs with this watershed legal concept -- that public debts are VOID and unenforceable --
ab initio, -- i.e., from their inception -- if they were incurred for unconstitutional purposes.

READ ARTICLE 11

 SHOW VIDEO:

Tonight we'll watch a short video from CC2009 featuring Bob Schulz and Continental Congress's First Delegate from Virginia, Tom DeWeese. 

Schulz gives a short overview of the WTP Judicial Petitions for Redress regarding the unlawful AIG & TARP bailouts while DeWeese presents the remainder of a powerful letter penned by monetary historian and Constitutional expert, Dr. Edwin Vieira.

In his letter, Vieira proposes several bold Remedial Actions to end the fraud of the Federal Reserve and U.S. Dollar including the formal repudiation of the debts of the United States, to the extent they were incurred for unlawful purposes -- i.e., purposes not authorized by the Constitution.

If possible, display ARTICLE 11 & THE REMEDIAL INSTRUCTIONS during the video.
(Video link will be posted on http://www.givemeliberty.org/aofmeetup, 
see AUGUST 10th section)

ORGANIZERS: Remember that if a video will not open in full screen mode, it can be viewed at near full-screen using the "magnification" setting on the browser window (Internet Explorer, lower right corner).  Please remember to provide adequate sound amplification for your computer as needed; speakers can plug directly into the headphone jack on any laptop. Remember to bring an extension cord, as needed, to power the speakers.

VIII. Brief Discussion – Questions and Answers

IX.   Preview Next Meeting – August 24
Next week we will study Article 12,
WAR POWERS AND ARTICLES 1 AND 2 OF THE CONSTITUTION 
 

For almost a decade now, Government officials and our media have almost nightly proclaimed that our Republic is "at War".

But are we really at War?

The Constitution is stark: only Congress may declare War.  Despite the fact Congress has no constitutional authority to grant the President any permission to commit our nation to War, it has colluded with the Executive for almost ten years now in sustaining the public illusion that we are legally at war with Iraq and Afghanistan.

This critical facet of the Constitution was to insure that no one man could commit the armies, treasure and blood of the nation to a foreign military action without vigorous public debate and securing the unwavering support of the People as exhibited by their voice through the primary political branch -- the U.S. Congress. 

Join us next week as we learn more details about the true requirements mandated by our Constitution in order to commit our nation to War and how the Constitution and our Laws have been usurped and abused, by those we have elected to facilitate the very foreign entanglements George Washington once warned us against.   

 
Homework for next week:

Please read Article 12 from the Articles of Freedom, the Constitution's War Clauses, and the WTP Petition for Redress of Grievances regarding the Iraq Hostilities Without a Declaration of War.

Please also take time to read the (1999) WTP Petition for Redress to the Federal Judiciary challenging the Unconstitutional Bombing of Kosovo.

These documents can be found on the ArticlesOfFreedom.us website, at the bottom (footnotes) of the HTML version of Article 12 of the Articles of Freedom.
  
X. Closing Remarks – Thank you for coming!  Tell your friends, family members, associates, neighbors, about the group and invite them to come. Please remember to use the AOF “invitation cards” and “tear sheets” to promote the Group and its next meeting.

It is an honor and a privilege to be doing this with all of you.

See you next week!

####

Adjourn

ORGANIZERS:  Please note the Meeting Minutes Form:  AOF FORM 104

Meeting minutes should be recorded by the Secretary and approved via signature.  Word by word transcriptions not needed, significant content, transactions, elections, etc. should be recorded.  Please retain all minutes/corrections in permanent records.

Please remember to keep up on your record keeping! It is critical to maintain the integrity of our organization, provide the transparency needed to attract supporters and to insure the continuity of every local AOf Meetup. 






