ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS 

AGENDA for August 31, 2010

I.
Welcome 
II.
Patriots Prayer or Other Prayer  click here

III.
NEW! America The Beautiful  MP3 File  and lyrics 
            OR  
            Star Spangled Banner MP3 file (song, 7MB file) and lyrics
            OR
            Song to America “AMERICA”, MP3 file and lyrics
      
IV.
Pledge of Allegiance

V.
Announcements

a. NOTEBOOKS:  Everyone should have a notebook for the AOF meetings to hold copies of the Articles, handouts, notes, etc.  (Organizers & officers too!)
b. ORIENTATION: For all new members, again WELCOME!  If you missed the Orientation meeting, please go to this web page and catch up on the Orientation materials and introductory videos: www.givemeliberty.org/AOFMeetup.  

By reviewing the Orientation materials and the videos you will more readily see where we are in the overall AOF civic education process and you will more readily grasp the nature, history and profound power of the First Amendment Petition clause that is at the heart of the entire Articles of Freedom process. (No matter where any individual or new Meetup group joins the process, minimum recommended viewing includes introductory curriculum materials through June 22nd [Article 3, Right to Petition for Redress of Grievances]).
c. ATTENDEE SHEET – Please download and use the Form provided here for all who attend to sign in. The Secretary will maintain the Attendance Sheet in the Records Book.
d. DUES – The purpose of the dues is discussed fully in detail in the Orientation materials. In brief, each participant is asked to support the activities of the local Group at the rate of $3 per month (including the cost of the subscription at meetup.com), and the work of the national organization --  We The People Congress, at the cost of $7 per month (or $50 per year).  
The AOF project cannot succeed without your financial support!

The $3 local dues are paid locally to the Treasurer. The $7 national dues are paid as a WTP Congress membership. Each Meetup member needs to join the WTP Congress on-line at www.WeThePeopleCongress.org. Here is a direct link to Congress Membership page. 

e. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Officers not elected at a previous meeting should be elected tonight.  The duties of chairman, secretary and treasurer are set forth in the Orientation document. 
f.  PROMOTE YOUR AOF MEETUP! -- To reach "critical mass" we need to reach out consistently and repeatedly within our communities to promote the weekly Meetup groups. We cannot promote our mission too much! 

Organizers should actively assist Members in actively promoting the meetings by distributing the easily customized, home-printable AOF Meetup “Invitation Cards,” “Tear Sheets” and “Press Releases.” The Cards can be printed on biz-card form stock available from Staples or other office supply stores. Links: 
AOF Meetup Business Cards: FRONT-of card-v1  FRONT-of-cardv2  BACK-of-card-v1
AOF Meetup Flyer: FLYER-Tear-Slip-v1 
AOF Meetup Press Release Template  Find your local media: Link 

VII. New Business: The Articles of Freedom – ARTICLE #13, 
ELIGIBILITY AND THE NATURAL BORN CITIZEN CLAUSE OF ARTICLE 2

OVERVIEW:

Tonight we will look specifically at Article 13 of the Articles of Freedom, ELIGIBILITY AND THE NATURAL BORN CITIZEN CLAUSE
                 OF ARTICLE 1, SECTION 2. 

The Constitution is explicit in its simple, but unambiguous requirement that any person that holds the Office of President must be -- not just an "ordinary" Citizen -- but specifically, a "NATURAL BORN" citizen.  This clause - unique to the Office of the President -- was deemed necessary by the Founders to ensure the complete, unquestioned loyalty of any person holding the Office of President.

Despite the general ignorance of the public and deliberate confusion and falsehoods spun by politicos and the media over now several years, those two words, "natural born" constitute a specific legal term, having a fixed, unambiguous legal definition regarding citizenship status that was, and remains, in effect since the days of our Founders.

In short, to be considered "Natural Born" citizen and become President, a person must be the child of TWO (2) U.S. citizens AND such child must be physically born within the geography of the United States proper, or within a legal Territory of the United States.

It is important to note that although one can become a legal citizen in several additional ways authorized by various statutes of the United States, the Office of President can be held ONLY by those who are bona fide "natural born" citizens.  

It is critical at this time to note that despite numerous lawsuits and a huge level of grassroots pressure from the public arising well before the 2008 presidential election, virtually every lawsuit that has ever been brought challenging the legal eligibility of Obama has been thrown out of court.  Additionally, no Secretary of State from any of the 50 states challenged his citizenship status even though it was well within their authority to do so as chief election officer of the state.  Furthermore, no Congressional Representative or Senator ever stood to challenge his eligibility even though their official right to do so is expressly provided in the Constitution.  

After winning the election in November 2008, in January 2009, Barrack Hussein Obama took the Oath of Office as President of the United States without producing any official documentation from any source conclusively establishing his citizenship status, i.e., his legal eligibility.   

To this day not only has Obama refused to produce any evidence of such, he instead has vigorously fought all legal attempts to force him to produce such, and has gone as far as to seal virtually every public record from his life, including grade school records. 

Worse yet, in Obama's own book, Dreams of My Father, Obama openly ADMITS his father was a citizen of KENYA.  Regardless of any birth certificate issue, this fact alone dooms his legal eligibility to hold the Office because -- in Obama's own words --  the fact his father was a citizen of Kenya defeats any claim that he could possibly be a "natural born" citizen as defined by law.

In 2008, WTP Foundation openly Petitioned then Illinois Senator Obama in two full-page ads in the Chicago Tribune to produce for examination documentary evidence establishing his legal eligibility.  He, of course, refused to respond.       
Although there are many who believe that Obama has already produced his "birth certificate" and that it has been posted on the Internet, it is critical to note that this computer-generated document, the alleged birth "certification", does not contain either the sworn signature of an attending physician present at the birth nor does it contain the street address of the actual location of birth.  Very importantly, in 1961 Hawaii statutes provided that such birth "certifications" could be recorded for babies born outside the United States, if the mother later swore under oath, a permanent Hawaii address during the prior year.    
 
PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS 
Should Obama in the future ever be found to have unlawfully claimed "natural born" citizenship status, a profound constitutional crisis will ensue for our country.  

As pointed out in the 2008 WTP Petition for Redress regarding his eligibility, his Supreme Court appointments and any laws signed by him would be, by definition, null and void.  No executive agency or official would be bound by any presidential order or directive, and the Armed Forces of the nation would no longer be obedient to the "president".  There would likely ensue a difficult legal and political battle unlike any our nation has witnessed to remove Obama as a usurper of the Office.
And for those who believe this Petition for Redress is grounded in either a political or racial bias, consider the little-talked about eligibility dilemma faced by Senator John McCain as he too sought the presidency in 2008.

During the election process questions were also raised regarding McCain's citizenship status.  Although both his parents were clearly U.S. citizens, he was physically born in the Panama Canal Zone.

In April 2008, the U.S. Senate took it upon itself to pass a resolution, seen Senate Resolution 511, purporting to "resolve" that presidential contender John McCain was a "natural born Citizen" under Article II of the Constitution.

Aside from the fact that such a "resolution" has no authority in the Law, there remains a deeply troubling legal fact: The "Panama Canal Zone" has NEVER been a legal Territory of the United States.  Although occupied heavily by the military of the U.S. for many years, the Canal Zone has always been the legal territory of the nation of Panama.  It was never more a legal Territory of the U.S. than are our current military bases in Afghanistan.  As such, McCain too, is NOT ELIGIBLE to hold the Office of President.   

In short, the sheer abdication of their legal duty by public officials to ensure the constitutional eligibility of candidates seeking the nation's highest Office has put the very stability and security of our nation at risk.  Article 13 of the Articles of Freedom provides stark evidence of our nation's continuing inability or unwillingness to recognize the mandates of our Constitution.  If We the People cannot enforce even one of the smallest, most clearly articulated requirements of the Constitution -- that is, the "Natural Born" citizen clause, how can we hold ourselves out as a nation that honors the Rule of Law?
   
The words of Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis from 1928 seem most appropriate:

“In a government of laws, the existence of the government will be imperiled

if it fails to observe the law scrupulously. Our government is the potent,

the omnipresent teacher. For good or for ill, it teaches the whole people

by its example. Crime is contagious. If the government becomes a

lawbreaker, it breeds contempt for law; it invites every man to become

a law unto himself; it invites anarchy .” Olmstead v. U.S., 277 U.S. 438

READ AOF ARTICLE 13

IMPORTANT NOTE: Please Do NOT review OR discuss the "Presentment" segment of Article 13.

 SHOW VIDEO:

Tonight there will be NO video segment.

Presenters are instead encouraged to display and discuss the WTP Foundation  full-page newspaper ad (a Petition to Mr. Obama) run twice in the Chicago Tribune December, 2008 .

Here's the link:
http://www.wethepeoplefoundation.org/UPDATE/misc2008/ChicagoTribune-ObamaLtr-Nov-2008.pdf

(Link also posted on http://www.givemeliberty.org/aofmeetup, )

ORGANIZERS: Remember that if a video will not open in full screen mode, it can be viewed at near full-screen using the "magnification" setting on the browser window (Internet Explorer, lower right corner).  Please remember to provide adequate sound amplification for your computer as needed; speakers can plug directly into the headphone jack on any laptop. Remember to bring an extension cord, as needed, to power the speakers.

VIII. Brief Discussion – Questions and Answers

IX.   Preview Next Meeting – SEPTEMBER 6
Next week we will study Article 14, 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION AND THE OATH OF OFFICE CLAUSE OF ARTICLE 2, SECTION 1, 
AND THE FAITHFULLY EXECUTE CLAUSE
Under the protections of the Constitution, the citizens of the United States possess Rights to the enjoyment of the Life, Liberty and Property.

As we have seen in other Articles, the infringements of those broad principles eat away the substance of Freedom.

Next week we'll examine the impact of our federal Government, in particular the Executive, in its abject failure to enforce the nation's immigration laws.

In ignoring his Oath of Office and the "Faithfully Execute" clause of the Constitution, the President has imposed great injury upon the People as their Rights to property, peace, security, a sound economy, and the Sovereignty of the nation itself have been eroded by an unchecked flow of illegal immigrants across our borders. 

Not so amazingly, our problems are not due to a lack of protections in the law.  Numerous statutes already control and mandate severe restrictions on Immigration and provide substantial civil and criminal penalties for assisting, employing or harboring illegal aliens.

The problem is thus lack of enforcement: Our Government has chosen, despite the escalating damage to our Republic, to refuse to enforce the Immigration laws of our nation.  Our borders remain all but open, jobs are lost, wages are lowered and the precious, limited public financial resources of our nation, states and local governments are devoured as ILLEGAL immigrants are housed, prosecuted, imprisoned, and otherwise provided for by hospitals, government welfare programs, etc.    

Do the People have a Right to secure borders and the Right to a President that will faithfully execute and enforce the laws designed to protect the basic, fundamental security interests of the nation? 
 Documents regarding next week's meeting can be found on the ArticlesOfFreedom.us website, at the bottom (footnotes) of the HTML version of Article 14 of the Articles of Freedom.
  
X. Closing Remarks – Thank you for coming!  Tell your friends, family members, associates, neighbors, about the group and invite them to come. Please remember to use the AOF “invitation cards” and “tear sheets” to promote the Group and its next meeting.

It is an honor and a privilege to be doing this with all of you.

See you next week!

####

Adjourn

ORGANIZERS:  Please note the Meeting Minutes Form:  AOF FORM 104

Meeting minutes should be recorded by the Secretary and approved via signature.  Word by word transcriptions not needed, significant content, transactions, elections, etc. should be recorded.  Please retain all minutes/corrections in permanent records.

Please remember to keep up on your record keeping! It is critical to maintain the integrity of our organization, provide the transparency needed to attract supporters and to insure the continuity of every local AOf Meetup. 
