ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS 

AGENDA for ARTICLE 14
I.
Welcome 
II.
Patriots Prayer or Other Prayer  click here

III.
NEW! America The Beautiful  MP3 File  and lyrics 
            OR  
            Star Spangled Banner MP3 file (song, 7MB file) and lyrics
            OR
            Song to America “AMERICA”, MP3 file and lyrics
      
IV.
Pledge of Allegiance

V.
Announcements
aa. NOTEBOOKS:  Everyone should have a notebook for the AOF meetings to hold copies of the Articles, handouts, notes, etc.  (Organizers & officers too!)
b. ORIENTATION: For all new members, again WELCOME!  If you missed the Orientation meeting, please go to this web page and catch up on the Orientation materials and introductory videos: www.givemeliberty.org/AOFMeetup.  

By reviewing the Orientation materials and the videos you will more readily see where we are in the overall AOF civic education process and you will more readily grasp the nature, history and profound power of the First Amendment Petition clause that is at the heart of the entire Articles of Freedom process. (No matter where any individual or new Meetup group joins the process, minimum recommended viewing includes introductory curriculum materials through June 22nd [Article 3, Right to Petition for Redress of Grievances]).
c. ATTENDEE SHEET – Please download and use the Form provided here for all who attend to sign in. The Secretary will maintain the Attendance Sheet in the Records Book.
d. DUES – The purpose of the dues is discussed fully in detail in the Orientation materials. In brief, each participant is asked to support the activities of the local Group at the rate of $3 per month (including the cost of the subscription at meetup.com), and the work of the national organization --  We The People Congress, at the cost of $7 per month (or $50 per year).  
The AOF project cannot succeed without your financial support!

The $3 local dues are paid locally to the Treasurer. The $7 national dues are paid as a WTP Congress membership. Each Meetup member needs to join the WTP Congress on-line at www.WeThePeopleCongress.org. Here is a direct link to Congress Membership page. 

e. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Officers not elected at a previous meeting should be elected tonight.  The duties of chairman, secretary and treasurer are set forth in the Orientation document. 
f.  PROMOTE YOUR AOF MEETUP! -- To reach "critical mass" we need to reach out consistently and repeatedly within our communities to promote the weekly Meetup groups. We cannot promote our mission too much! 

Organizers should actively assist Members in actively promoting the meetings by distributing the easily customized, home-printable AOF Meetup “Invitation Cards,” “Tear Sheets” and “Press Releases.” The Cards can be printed on biz-card form stock available from Staples or other office supply stores. Links: 
AOF Meetup Business Cards: FRONT-of card-v1  FRONT-of-cardv2  BACK-of-card-v1
AOF Meetup Flyer: FLYER-Tear-Slip-v1 
AOF Meetup Press Release Template  Find your local media: Link 

VII. New Business: The Articles of Freedom – ARTICLE #14, 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION, THE OATH OF OFFICE CLAUSE AND THE FAITHFULLY EXECUTE CLAUSE


OVERVIEW:

Tonight we will look specifically at Article 14 of the Articles of Freedom,
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION AND THE OATH OF OFFICE CLAUSE OF ARTICLE 2, SECTION 1, AND THE FAITHFULLY EXECUTE CLAUSE OF ARTICLE 2, SECTION 3 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Under the protections of the Constitution, the citizens of the United States possess fundamental Rights to the enjoyment of the Life, Liberty and Property. Indeed the protection of these Rights is the essential purpose of government itself.

Unfortunately our federal Government, in particular the Executive, has been an abject failure with regards to its duty as - mandated by the constitution - to enforce the nation's immigration laws.

In ignoring both his Oath of Office and the "Faithfully Execute" clause of the Constitution, the President, over the last several decades, has imposed great injury upon the People as their Rights to property, peace, security, a sound economy, and the Sovereignty of the nation have been eroded by an unchecked flow of illegal immigrants across our borders. 

Not so amazingly, our problems are not due to a lack of protections in the law.  Numerous statutes already control and mandate severe restrictions on Immigration and provide substantial civil and criminal penalties for assisting, employing or harboring illegal aliens.

Federal law currently makes it a federal felony to assist, transport, shelter or help find employment for any person reasonably determined to be in the country illegally.  It is also a federal felony to employ or encourage or assist the residency or employment of any illegal alien.   

Despite these unambiguous requirements of the law -- virtually all punishable as FELONIES, the flow of illegal aliens across our borders continues unchecked. Many estimates argue that as many as 20 MILLION illegal aliens currently reside within the territory of the United States. 

The problem is thus lack of enforcement: 

Despite the escalating damage to our Republic, our Government has chosen to refuse to enforce the Immigration laws of our nation.  Our borders remain all but open, jobs are lost, prevailing wage rates are lowered and the precious, limited public financial resources of our nation, states and local governments are devoured as ILLEGAL immigrants are housed, fed, prosecuted, imprisoned, and otherwise provided for by hospitals, government welfare programs, etc.

American citizens have been forced to compete with this huge population of illegal aliens for a limited pool of social services, health care, and educational resources.  Many, many hospitals across the nation have closed due to overwhelming uncontrolled losses stemming from illegal aliens/uninsured services. Many of our children's classrooms are bursting in size, while the quality of education has been degraded and disrupted due to the extraordinary number of non-English speaking students. 

And while many illegal aliens certainly attempt to reside within the country in a quiet, low-profile manner, many of our towns and cities continue to endure plagues of illegal alien related gang activity, drug dealing, identity theft, drunk driving, assault and other anti-social behavior.  In 2006, it was estimated that approximately 33% of the nation's 2.3 million prisoners incarcerated in U.S. prisons were not United States citizens.

It is critical to note that aside from illegal aliens, our nation welcomes untold tens of thousands of LEGAL foreigners each year as new U.S. citizens via naturalization and under temporary foreign worker visas under our Immigration policies.  Each of these new populations of foreigners collectively impose additional strains on our national infrastructure (e.g., highways), environment (e.g., water resources), government functions, and economy.

One last note regarding the impact of illegal immigration on our form of representative government: This year we conducted the 2010 Census.  The Census did NOT ask, not attempt to determine, the immigration status of those counted.  As the results of the Census, i.e., the total population count from each state, directly determine the number of representatives to the U.S. Congress, it is likely that states with significant populations of illegal immigrant populations such as (California, Arizona, Texas etc.) will be over-represented in Congress in future years, degrading the representation of American citizens from other states. 

Do the People have a Right to secure borders and the Right to a President that will faithfully execute and enforce the laws designed to protect the basic, fundamental security interests of the nation?
Do the People have a Right to exist as a Sovereign nation, with a protected Sovereign territory, protected from invasion by foreign masses, military or otherwise?

What will the People and States do if the federal government continues to ignore this most basic Constitutional duty?

Everyone or course, is encouraged to read the WTP Petition for Redress of Grievances regarding Illegal Immigration.


READ AOF ARTICLE 14

 SHOW VIDEO:

Tonight we'll watch video from the Continental Congress 2009 event. Jeff Lewis, National Director of the Federal Immigration Reform and Enforcement Coalition (“FIRE”)- introduces the Illegal Immigration topic. Lewis is followed by Cory Voorhis and John Sampson, former agents, federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency (“ICE”)  who show a short film titled Border Realities: "Drug Wars: Silver or Lead". 

Please be aware that the film "Border Realities" contains several scenes depicting graphic violent acts. Viewing by children is probably not appropriate. 
 
(Link also posted on http://www.givemeliberty.org/aofmeetup, )

ORGANIZERS: Remember that if a video will not open in full screen mode, it can be viewed at near full-screen using the "magnification" setting on the browser window (Internet Explorer, lower right corner).  Please remember to provide adequate sound amplification for your computer as needed; speakers can plug directly into the headphone jack on any laptop. Remember to bring an extension cord, as needed, to power the speakers.

VIII. Brief Discussion – Questions and Answers

IX.   Preview Next Meeting 

REMINDER !!
 IMPORTANT SCHEDULE NOTE

NEXt MEETING WILL BE AN AOF Orientation
            (14 week AOF educational series begins again)

X. Closing Remarks – Thank you for coming!  Tell your friends, family members, associates, neighbors, about the group and invite them to come. Please remember to use the AOF “invitation cards” and “tear sheets” to promote the Group and its next meeting.

It is an honor and a privilege to be doing this with all of you.

See you next week!

####

Adjourn

ORGANIZERS:  Please note the Meeting Minutes Form:  AOF FORM 104

Meeting minutes should be recorded by the Secretary and approved via signature.  Word by word transcriptions not needed, significant content, transactions, elections, etc. should be recorded.  Please retain all minutes/corrections in permanent records.

Please remember to keep up on your record keeping! It is critical to maintain the integrity of our organization, provide the transparency needed to attract supporters and to insure the continuity of every local AOf Meetup. 
