ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS 

AGENDA for  OCTOBER 5, 2010

I.
Welcome 
II.
Patriots Prayer or Other Prayer  click here

III.
Song to America Star Spangled Banner (7MB file) and lyrics
                 (note: other song options available on AOF resource page

IV.
Pledge of Allegiance

V.
Announcements

a. NOTEBOOKS:  Everyone needs a notebook for the AOF meetings to hold copies of handouts, information and copies of the Articles.   If not, please bring them next week!  Be sure to bring a few sheets of paper to take notes or jot down ideas as we move through the Articles. (Pass out paper to anyone who needs it.)

b. ORIENTATION: Two weeks ago we held our Orientation meeting introducing the purpose of Operation People Power, the AOF Meetups and what we hope to accomplish. If you missed it or any prior AOF meeting, please go this web page and catch up on the Orientation materials and introductory videos: www.givemeliberty.org/AOFMeetup. 

c. ATTENDEE SHEET – We will pass around a sheet at every meeting so all who attend can sign in.  Please download the Form provided here. The Secretary will maintain the Attendance Sheet in the Records Book.
d. DUES – The purpose of the dues is discussed fully in detail in the Orientation materials. In brief, each participant is asked to support the activities of the local Group at the rate of $3 per month (including the cost of the subscription at meetup.com), and the work of the national organization --  We The People Congress, at the cost of $7 per month (or $50 per year).  
The $3 local dues are paid locally to the Treasurer.
The $7 national dues are paid as a WTP Congress membership. 
Each Meetup member needs to join the WTP Congress on-line at www.WeThePeopleCongress.org. 
Direct link to Congress Membership page. 

e. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Officers not elected at a previous meeting should be elected tonight.  If there are not enough members to be elected, the duties of chairman, secretary and treasurer should be appointed temporarily and recorded as part of the record.  (Each group can decide whether to take volunteers for the positions or do some sort of nomination and voting process.  Whatever is done, should be quickly!)
f.  PROMOTE YOUR AOF MEETUP! -- To reach "critical mass" we need to reach out consistently and repeatedly within our communities to promote the AOF Plan and our weekly Meetup groups. Organizers should assist Members in promoting the meetings by distributing the easily customized and home-printable AOF Meetup business cards.  Cards can be printed on biz-card form stock available from Staples or other business supply house or possibly on plain cardstock/paper (requires cutting).  Promotion efforts should also include flyers and press releases for new AOF groups.  Links: 
AOF Meetup Business Cards: FRONT-of card-v1  FRONT-of-cardv2  BACK-of-card-v1
AOF Meetup Flyer: FLYER-Tear-Slip-v1 
AOF Meetup Press Release Template  Find your local media: Link 

VI. Old Business – there is no old business at this meeting

VII. The Articles of Freedom – ARTICLE #2, CONSTITUTIONAL LAWS AND THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
First, the overall purpose of the AOF Meetup series is to study the Constitution, the Articles of Freedom and to take appropriate steps, along with many others across America, to restore constitutional governance.  

Tonight we will look specifically at Article 2.  This Article focuses on the historical purpose and legal functions of the Constitution and Declaration of Independence.  

In short, both our form of governance and the existence of Liberty itself require that all our laws, and the activities of our government must be wholly consistent with the essential, Founding Principles embodied within the Declaration of Independence, and must strictly conform to the express limitations, intent and obligations of Law imposed by the Constitution -- upon the Government. 
The Delegates of Continental Congress 2009 heard First Delegate from Texas and Continental Congress 2009 President Michael Badnarik give his keynote address regarding the "Charters of Freedom".  The Congress also heard from First Delegate from New York and We The People Chairman Bob Schulz give his keynote speech: "The Constitution Does Not Defend Itself And Is Not A Menu."  

Let’s watch these historical speeches from CC2009: 
(Video links on http://www.givemeliberty.org/aofmeetup, 
see October 5th section)
ORGANIZERS: Remember that videos can be viewed full-screen using the "magnification" setting on the browser window (Internet Explorer, lower right corner).  Please remember to provide adequate sound amplification for your computer as needed -- home computer speakers systems can plug directly into the headphone jack on any laptop.

The Delegates then went to work.  They deliberated, debated and voted.  This is what they came up with:

READ -- Article 2: CONSTITUTIONAL LAWS AND THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
READ -- The Article 2 Remedial Instructions

NOTE: There is no Petition for Redress in this Article.
               There are no Civic Actions for this Article.

Here are the links to view ARTICLE 2 online and/or print Article 2
=================================================

Unfortunately, we cannot expect these REMEDIAL INSTRUCTIONS of themselves to bring about the end goal of restoring constitutional governance.  It is the Nationwide Civic Action and Pledge that is proposed in the end of the Articles of Freedom which can bring about a critical mass of Americans to stand together for the Constitution.  Small groups and individuals cannot prevail in bringing about the kind of change we need.  We need to come together. We need to reach Critical Mass!

VIII. Brief Discussion – Questions and Answers

IX.   Preview Next Meeting: Homework for Meetup #3 – OCT. 12

Next week we will study Article3: Petition for Redress and the First Amendment.

This is a VERY important Meetup as we will discuss the profound power and exercise of this little-known and long-forgotten fundamental Right.

To prepare for the meeting, please read Article 3 and watch the video by Constitutional attorney Mark Lane, "The First Amendment Accountability Clause" and the address immediately following by Bob Schulz. 

We also recommend you review the array of Petitions served repeatedly upon the Government over the last decade by We The People Foundation.  We also strongly urge you to read the Petition for Writ of Certiorari filed with the U.S. Supreme Court by WTP documenting the little-known history, constitutional purpose and profound power of the First Amendment Petition clause.  

X. Closing Remarks – Thank you for coming!  Tell your friends, family members, associates, neighbors, about the group and invite them to come. Please remember to use the AOF “calling cards” and “tear sheets” to promote the Group and its next meeting.

It is an honor and a privilege to be doing this with all of you.

See you next week!

####

Adjourn

