ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS 

AGENDA for OCT. 19, 2010

I.
Welcome 
II.
Patriots Prayer or Other Prayer  click here

III.
Song to America Star Spangled Banner (7MB file) and lyrics


(several other song files available on Resource page)

IV.
Pledge of Allegiance

V.
Announcements

a. NOTEBOOKS:  Everyone should have a notebook for the AOF meetings to hold copies of the Articles, handouts, notes, etc.  (Organizers & officers too!)
b. ORIENTATION: For all new members, again WELCOME!  If you missed the Orientation meeting, please go to this web page and catch up on the Orientation materials and introductory videos: www.givemeliberty.org/AOFMeetup.  

By reviewing the Orientation materials and the videos you will more readily see where we are in the overall AOF civic education process and you will more readily grasp the nature, history and profound power of the First Amendment Petition clause that is at the heart of the entire Articles of Freedom process. (No matter where any individual or new Meetup group joins the process, minimum recommended viewing includes curriculum materials through June 22nd [Article 3, Right to Petition for Redress of Grievances]).
c. ATTENDEE SHEET – Please download and use the Form provided here for all who attend to sign in. The Secretary will maintain the Attendance Sheet in the Records Book.
d. DUES – The purpose of the dues is discussed fully in detail in the Orientation materials. In brief, each participant is asked to support the activities of the local Group at the rate of $3 per month (including the cost of the subscription at meetup.com), and the work of the national organization --  We The People Congress, at the cost of $7 per month (or $50 per year).  
The $3 local dues are paid locally to the Treasurer. The $7 national dues are paid as a WTP Congress membership. Each Meetup member needs to join the WTP Congress on-line at www.WeThePeopleCongress.org. Here is a direct link to Congress Membership page. 

e. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Officers not elected at a previous meeting should be elected tonight.  The duties of chairman, secretary and treasurer are set forth in the Orientation document. 
f.  PROMOTE YOUR AOF MEETUP! -- To reach "critical mass" we need to reach out consistently and repeatedly within our communities to promote the weekly Meetup groups. We cannot promote our mission too much!   

Organizers should assist Members in actively promoting the meetings by distributing the easily customized and home-printable AOF Meetup “Invitation Cards,” “Tear Sheets” and “Press Releases.” The Cards can be printed on biz-card form stock available from Staples or other office supply stores. Links: 
AOF Meetup Business Cards: FRONT-of card-v1  FRONT-of-cardv2  BACK-of-card-v1
AOF Meetup Flyer: FLYER-Tear-Slip-v1 
AOF Meetup Press Release Template  Find your local media: Link 

VI. Old Business – there is no old business at this meeting

VII. New Business: The Articles of Freedom – ARTICLE #4, Militias, Firearms and the Second Amendment

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS:

Reminder: The overall purpose of the AOF Meetup series is to study the Constitution, the Articles of Freedom and to begin to organize to take appropriate steps, along with many others across America, to restore constitutional governance.  

Tonight we will look specifically at Article 4, Militias, Firearms and the Second Amendment.

Article 4 is highly important because in their grand design of governance, our Founders highest desire was that an abusive government could be contained and held accountable to the Law through peaceful means -- hence the inclusion of the First Amendment’s “accountability clause,” the guarantee of the Right to peaceably procure relief, without disturbing the public tranquility, by Petitioning the Government for Redress of Grievances.  

But our Founders, knowing full well the weaknesses of Men and the natural tendencies of governments to fall into corruption, knew that something more than the First Amendment might someday be necessary to secure the Rights of Man when, and if, elected officials should first decide to ignore the boundaries drawn around their power by the terms and conditions of the Constitution, and then ignore the People’s (peaceful) exercise of the Right to Petition for Redress. 

Indeed, in 1776 after eleven years of Petitioning their Government in defense of their Rights as Englishmen, and having their Petitions “answered only with repeated injury,” our Founders, and colonial militiamen were ultimately forced to use firearms in defense of their Creator-endowed, individual Rights.

Having fought a long and bloody battle for Liberty against the government that had ruled the colonies for 150 years, but had become oppressive, the Founders  knew well the necessity of adding a second accountability clause to the Constitution. They included the guarantee of the Natural, Individual Right to well-regulated, well-disciplined Militias (for the security of a Free State), and the Right of the People to Keep and Bear Arms as the Second Amendment to the Bill of Rights. It is this Right which insures the People always possess the physical means to hold accountable, and replace if necessary, any government abusive of its limited authorities and prescribed duties as the SERVANT of the People, and who refuses to listen and respond to the People’s First Amendment Petitions for Redress of violations of any other provision of the Constitution.  

We urge everyone to visit the WTP Foundation website to learn more about the importance of the Second Amendment.  In particular, we encourage everyone to read the Foundation's Petition for Redress on the subject. 

This most powerful Petition for Redress contains a plethora of Supreme Court holdings, Founder's historical quotes and historical facts regarding militias, the true nature of the fundamental, individual Right to Keep and Bear Arms and the patently unconstitutional enforcement of the federal Gun Control Act on non-federal lands within the fifty states.

The Petition is found on www.ArticlesOfFreedom.us  by clicking on the HTML version of the Articles of Freedom, advancing to Article 4 and clicking on the link provided in the footnote. 


VIDEO:

Tonight we will watch three video segments as they were shown at the Continental Congress 2009 event. The first is a short video entitled, "2nd Amendment is Good for You and the USA".  The second is a short address by Ralph Conner of the Congress of Racial Equality and the Heartland Institute. The third is a documentary entitled, "No Guns for Negroes".
   
(Video links on http://www.givemeliberty.org/aofmeetup, 
see June 29nd section)
ORGANIZERS: Remember that videos can be viewed full-screen using the "magnification" setting on the browser window (Internet Explorer, lower right corner).  Please remember to provide adequate sound amplification for your computer as needed; speakers can plug directly into the headphone jack on any laptop. Remember to bring an extension cord, as needed, to power the speakers.
READ -- Article 4 including Remedial Instructions

                       
=================================================
We again repeat our concern regarding our service of the Articles of Freedom upon our government officials:  

Unfortunately, based on the factual record of the long-standing refusal of our elected officials to respond to the People’s First Amendment Petitions for Redress, we should not expect the AoF’s REMEDIAL INSTRUCTIONS to bring about the end goal of restoring and maintaining constitutional governance without “People Power” – that is, without the force and effect of the determination of a mass movement of Americans standing together to hold the Government accountable to the Constitution and the reform we are entitled to. We have reached the point in our fading Republic where individuals and small groups can no longer prevail in defense of their individual, Creator- endowed, unalienable Rights against the power, organization and money of the “government.” 
Concerned Americans need to come together, now. We need to reach Critical Mass! Operation People Power with its community-based Articles of Freedom Meetup groups, is a practical pathway to Critical Mass. No other practical plan to limit the actions of our elected officials to the letter and spirit of our Constitution has been made available. No other practical plan relying on the Constitution’s written guarantees of our Creator-endowed Rights rather than the promises and assurances of men has been put forward by anyone, whether conservative, libertarians or those of any other political persuasion.

Indeed this is the very reason for the Articles of Freedom.  It is beyond Tea Parties.  Beyond Elections, and beyond Politics!  This is nothing less than the direct exercise of Popular Sovereignty!  
Unfortunately, we don't have a lot of time to debate the question.  We are in a rush to the bottom, rushing headlong into debt, dependency and decay. Our government is on the offensive against We the People. We need a plan, NOW, and we need to work the Plan.  
We have no pride of authorship. If not Operation People Power with its Articles of Freedom Meetups and balanced strategy built around civic education and civic action, then what? 
Please don’t hesitate in organizing a Meetup in your community and encouraging your like-minded friends to do the same. 

VIII. Brief Discussion – Questions and Answers

IX.   Preview Next Meeting – 


Next week we will study Article 5, Privacy and the Fourth Amendment.

     We have a developing Police State in America. (
Although the abuses began long ago, since 911, our government has stepped up its infringement upon our Right to Privacy under the guise of the War on Terror. In all cases, these violations of the privacy clauses of the Bill of Rights have been cloaked and invoked under the guise of protecting us from “terrorists.”

The truth is the government has, in effect, under the auspices of the USA Patriot Act and its progeny, and (secret) Homeland Security regulations, effectively repealed the 4th and 5th Amendments to the Bill of Rights. 

Whether through the stealth of information technology or legislative sorcery, our elected officials are now positioned to unconstitutionally monitor and quiet those Americans who attempt to hold it accountable to the Constitution.           
      Come join us next week for this most important discussion. 

Homework:
Please read and review the PETITION for Redress of Grievances  Regarding the War on Terrorism (and the USA Patriot Act).  
X. Closing Remarks – Thank you for coming!  Tell your friends, family members, associates, neighbors, about the group and invite them to come. Please remember to use the AOF “invitation cards” and “tear sheets” to promote the Group and its next meeting.

It is an honor and a privilege to be doing this with all of you.

See you next week!

####

Adjourn

ORGANIZERS:  Please note the NEW Meeting Minutes Form:  AOF FORM 104

Meeting minutes should be recorded by the Secretary and approved via signature.  Word by word transcriptions not needed, significant content, transactions, elections, etc. must be recorded.  Please retain all minutes/corrections in permanent records.

Please remember to keep up on your record keeping! It is critical to maintain the integrity of our organization, provide the transparency needed to attract supporters and to insure the continuity of every local AOf Meetup. 
