ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS 

AGENDA for ARTICLE 8 

I.
Welcome 
II.
Patriots Prayer or Other Prayer  click here
                   (other songs and lyrics found on main resource page)

III.
Song to America “AMERICA”, MP3 file and lyrics
      
IV.
Pledge of Allegiance

V.
Announcements

a. NOTEBOOKS:  Everyone should have a notebook for the AOF meetings to hold copies of the Articles, handouts, notes, etc.  (Organizers & officers too!)
b. ORIENTATION: For all new members, again WELCOME!  If you missed the Orientation meeting, please go to this web page and catch up on the Orientation materials and introductory videos: www.givemeliberty.org/AOFMeetup.  

By reviewing the Orientation materials and the videos you will more readily see where we are in the overall AOF civic education process and you will more readily grasp the nature, history and profound power of the First Amendment Petition clause that is at the heart of the entire Articles of Freedom process. (No matter where any individual or new Meetup group joins the process, minimum recommended viewing includes introductory curriculum materials through June 22nd [Article 3, Right to Petition for Redress of Grievances]).
c. ATTENDEE SHEET – Please download and use the Form provided here for all who attend to sign in. The Secretary will maintain the Attendance Sheet in the Records Book.
d. DUES – The purpose of the dues is discussed fully in detail in the Orientation materials. In brief, each participant is asked to support the activities of the local Group at the rate of $3 per month (including the cost of the subscription at meetup.com), and the work of the national organization --  We The People Congress, at the cost of $7 per month (or $50 per year).  
The AOF project cannot succeed without your financial support!

The $3 local dues are paid locally to the Treasurer. The $7 national dues are paid as a WTP Congress membership. Each Meetup member needs to join the WTP Congress on-line at www.WeThePeopleCongress.org. Here is a direct link to Congress Membership page. 

e. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Officers not elected at a previous meeting should be elected tonight.  The duties of chairman, secretary and treasurer are set forth in the Orientation document. 
f.  PROMOTE YOUR AOF MEETUP! -- To reach "critical mass" we need to reach out consistently and repeatedly within our communities to promote the weekly Meetup groups. We cannot promote our mission too much! 

Organizers should actively assist Members in actively promoting the meetings by distributing the easily customized, home-printable AOF Meetup “Invitation Cards,” “Tear Sheets” and “Press Releases.” The Cards can be printed on biz-card form stock available from Staples or other office supply stores. Links: 
AOF Meetup Business Cards: FRONT-of card-v1  FRONT-of-cardv2  BACK-of-card-v1
AOF Meetup Flyer: FLYER-Tear-Slip-v1 
AOF Meetup Press Release Template  Find your local media: Link 
VII. New Business: The Articles of Freedom – ARTICLE #8, 
Income Tax and the 16th Amendment 

Tonight we will look specifically at Article 8 of the Articles of Freedom, INCOME TAX AND THE SIXTEENTH AMENDMENT. 
Although the topic can be overwhelming in its detail, we will focus on the Law, some  relevant Supreme Court decisions and Constitutional principles that will hopefully spur each of you on to more closely study this issue. 
We will first watch a “whistle blower” account from an outstanding American citizen named Joe Banister, who was one of the IRS’s outstanding Special Agents.  We will then work through the information here and read Article 8.   

LINK FOR BANISTER VIDEO can be found at: www.GiveMeLiberty.org/aofmeetup.

The Founding Fathers knew the power to tax was the power to destroy.  They experienced the levies of King George, which were so intrusive and threatening to Liberty that they led the Founders to declare their Independence and go to war against the most powerful nation in the world.  They carefully crafted the Tax Clauses of the Constitution, deliberately making it easy for the People to avoid taxes they did not want to pay and very difficult for the Government to impose taxes the People could not avoid. 
What does the Constitution say about taxing? This first principle of taxation is critical because it prohibits the federal government from ever having direct access to the pockets of the American People. In fact, the Constitution has only one affirmative prohibition that was SO important to the architecture of limited government and fundamental principles of Liberty that it is repeated twice:  ALL DIRECT TAXES MUST BE APPORTIONED. 

This instruction can be found in Article 1, Section 8 and Article 1, Section 9.

Article I, Section 8 gives Congress authority to levy indirect taxes any time they want, whether excise taxes (examples: tax on gasoline, cigarettes and alcohol or other corporate privileges), tariffs or duties (example: tax on imported products), provided the tax is uniform, i.e., everybody pays the same amount regardless of where the product is purchased or the port of entry.   A person can avoid an indirect tax by avoiding the product.  

Section 9 says there is to be no "head tax"or other unavoidable, direct tax levied against the People, unless it is apportioned – i.e., based on representation as determined by the census. Direct, apportioned taxes, by design, are extraordinarily difficult to levy. 

For instance, if the federal government decides it wants to impose a direct tax because it wants more money than it is receiving from indirect taxes, Congress must pass a law fixing the amount to be received from all the states, in proportion to the census. If California has 13% of the national population, California is to collect 13% of the total from its people, in proportion to the state’s total population based on the last census, and pass what it collects to the central government.  Again, every person would pay the same amount. 

Let’s go back in history to see how we got to where we are today.

In 1894, the federal government decided to skirt the Constitution’s restriction on direct taxes by imposing a direct, un-apportioned tax on income. 
In 1895, the Supreme Court declared the tax unconstitutional and has continued to do so to the present day. 
If that decision was never overturned, how is it that you and I are taxed on our individual labor?  
In 1913, the public was informed that the 16th Amendment had been ratified.  Ratification of any Amendment to the Constitution requires ¾ of the States to agree.  It is not an easy or quick process and the Founding Fathers put this system in place on purpose to ensure the People thought long and hard before changing the Constitution.
The 16th Amendment forms the sole basis upon which the IRS claims its authority to enforce an income tax on our individual labor.  
Even so, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 1916 and thereafter, that the 16th Amendment, "…conferred no new power of taxation…" and further, that the word “income” meant corporate income derived from labor, not the meaning it somehow has taken on today.  
None of this has deterred the IRS.   Not only have they refused to answer valid questions about the law from constitutional attorneys, their own employees and many concerned citizens, they have continued to collect a tax and have been known to enforce that tax under the duress of loss of property, privacy, and even imprisonment.  
Lawsuits and prosecutions have been brought against those who have openly defied revenue officers or who have attempted to educate others about this important topic.  

Perhaps you have heard of or know someone who has had a time with the IRS.  It is not a pleasant subject to look at or discuss and most people fear doing so: It is also clear that individuals and small groups cannot prevail in this effort.  
Unfortunately, the issue of the unconstitutionality of the income tax continues beyond the Courts directly into the Document itself.   In 1913, the 16th Amendment upon which the government's sole justification for the tax rests, appears to have been fraudulently ratified.

The historical research, surveying the official legislative documents and certifications of each of the 48 states in existence in 1913 is conclusive and irrefutable: The ratification of the 16th Amendment was a fraud. 

In fact, it wasn't even close. 
 
Many states deliberately altered the adopted language to quietly scuttle their forced vote.  Many states violated their state constitutions, thereby also voiding their votes. 
Worse still, the Secretary of State in 1913, Philander Knox, just days before he left office as part of the departing William Howard Taft administration, deliberately recorded the falsified votes of the state of Kentucky, before (fraudulently) announcing the Amendment as ratified.
When did this information surface? You and I have a fearless modern-day patriot named Bill Benson to thank.  As an ordinary American citizen, he decided to get to the bottom of the issue himself.  He traveled to the archives in each of the forty-eight states and obtained certified and notarized copies of all the official documents relating to the ratification of the 16th Amendment.

With the assistance of leading tax attorney Jeffrey Dickstein, he tried to bring the information to the Courts, thinking there would be Justice brought to the American people.   The Courts refused to consider the evidence, saying this particular legal question was a “political question” for Congress to decide. 

Benson wrote a two-volume report, if any of you are interested, called “The Law That Never Was.” 

So, here we are in 2010/2011.   Consider the situation every average American worker finds himself in today.  He/she works all week, only to have a huge percentage of his/her paycheck "withheld" by his employer and forwarded to the government.

Despite how anyone labels it, every alleged tax withheld from your paycheck is a DIRECT tax. Has this tax been apportioned?  No.  Does this violate the Constitution?  Yes.


We have learned tonight that there are two great legal classifications of taxes, direct and indirect.  We have learned that the U.S. Supreme Court has never altered its position: the Income Tax is legally an INDIRECT tax, not subject to apportionment.    


So what's the problem with a tax on wages -- so called "income"?

The Internal Revenue Code is 9,000 pages.  The vast portion deals with income taxes, though the word "income" is never actually defined in the law.  Ever wonder why?  

It's because the Supreme Court has consistently held that an Indirect tax on "INCOME" is actually an EXCISE tax on PROFITS (gains or losses) arising from the exercise of a CORPORATE privilege or conducting business in a CORPORATE capacity. Are you a corporation? Is working to feed your family a "privilege" granted by the government?
Further consider the practical EFFECT of imposing a direct tax on the labor of a human being:  In Coppage vs. Kansas 236 US 1 (1914), the Supreme Court held:
“The principle is fundamental and vital. Included in the right of personal liberty and the right of private property--partaking of the nature of each--is the right to make contracts for the acquisition of property. Chief among such contracts is that of personal employment, by which labor and other services are exchanged for money or other forms of property.”


Note the term "exchange".  There can be no profit or gain from an exchange of property (money) when one trades his labor. You dig a ditch, you get the market value of your labor in exchange. This means that the imposition of a direct tax on labor is in essence, a SLAVE tax, enslaving the worker by 
government seizure of the value, the property -- i.e., the fruits of one's labor.  

Even if such labor taxes were permissible, the difference between a 5% tax on wages and a 99% tax on wages would merely be a POLITICAL question for the majority, rather than a constitutional issue involving fundamental Individual Rights.  

Can our nation truly have a LEGAL tax system that openly violates the Constitution? Of course not. Maybe this is why the IRS routinely claims in public that the core of our tax system is based on "voluntary compliance and assessment. "  

Are they saying it because it's really true?

With regards to the legal authority possessed by IRS agents to seize your property or enforce such a tax upon average Americans, the tax code is riddled with nearly indecipherable statutes, cross references and questionable definitions of legal terms such as "state", "taxpayer", "individual", and "person" that do NOT mean what the average American thinks they mean. Even the term "United States" is used vaguely in order to mask the true territorial jurisdiction of the federal government.

Consider this little legal gem from the Notice of Levy form IRS typically send to banks, brokers, and your county Recorder's office.  The form, 668-A(c)(DO), NOTICE OF LEVY. Very importantly, this form is an administrative form issued by an IRS agent, it is NOT a judicial order.  On its back side, this form cites various sections of the IRC allegedly establishing its authority to seize property.  Unfortunately, it is quite deceptive in that it fails to cite this key paragraph from the law (Section 6331[a]) actually enabling its use:

"(a)...Levy may be made upon the accrued salary or wages of any officer, employee, or elected official, of the United States, the District of Columbia, or any agency or instrumentality of the United States or the District of Columbia, by serving a notice of levy on the employer (as defined in section 3401(d)) of such officer, employee, or elected official."

You heard it right.  The Notice of Levy Form can ONLY be used against employees of the Government.  Simply put, the IRS can NEVER legally seize your property without a Judicial Order -- and if our Courts followed the law and upheld the Constitution they would never be able to secure such an order, because NO LAW actually makes anyone liable to pay the income tax.

There can be NO actual, written law that violates the Constitution.  To do so would present any citizen a straight-forward ability to directly challenge its Constitutionality in court. 

How the People confront this issue in the future will be of monumental importance to the restoration of our Constitution.

After all, how can the People resist the Government if they are penniless -- or even worse -- directly dependent upon the gifts and care of their government? 

This is indeed why our own Founders penned these words in 1774 as part of the First Continental Congress:


“If money is wanted by Rulers
 who have in any manner
 oppressed the People,
they may retain it
until their grievances
 are redressed,
and thus peaceably procure relief,
without trusting to despised petitions
 or disturbing the public tranquility.”

Journals of the Continental Congress,
1:105-113
We urge everyone to visit the AOF website to learn more about the legally limited nature of the Sixteenth Amendment. In particular, we encourage everyone to study the detailed materials included as part of the Petition for Redress of Grievances Regarding the Income Tax (See the footnote links).  Much more comprehensive research and additional Petitions for Redress can be found on the www.WeThePeopleFoundation.org website. Article 8 of the Articles of Freedom can be found at the AOF website, www.ArticlesOfFreedom.us.

Recommended VIDEO:  Go to www.GiveMeLiberty.org/aofmeetup page to watch the video.

TAKE THE TIME to watch the presentation given to the Continental Congress delegates, citizens like yourself, on the controversy arising out of the fraud of the Income Tax system and the fraudulent ratification of the 16th Amendment.

The speaker is attorney Jeff Dickstein who has defended numerous Americans charged with alleged tax code violations.  His most recent client, Bill Benson was (civilly) charged, by the way, with selling a fraudulent, abusive "tax shelter" consisting of nothing more than his legal research and copies of historical documents from the national and state archives.   

The video details Dickstein's efforts to have the U.S. Court of Appeals consider the documentary evidence the lower Courts have simply refused to allow to be entered as part the record.  The courts' repeated denials of any and every defense based on the law itself and the historical record should shock the conscience of every American.

(Video link will be posted on http://www.givemeliberty.org/aofmeetup)
ORGANIZERS: Remember that if a video will not open in full screen mode, it can be viewed at near full-screen using the "magnification" setting on the browser window (Internet Explorer, lower right corner).  Please remember to provide adequate sound amplification for your computer as needed; speakers can plug directly into the headphone jack on any laptop. Remember to bring an extension cord, as needed, to power the speakers.

VIII. Brief Discussion – Questions and Answers

IX.   Preview Next Week's Meeting – ARTICLE 9 
Next week we will study Article 9, FOREIGN POLICY AND THE GENERAL WELFARE CLAUSE OF THE PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION

Our first President, George Washington, upon leaving office gave a public address warning the fate of the young Republic if it engaged recklessly in the affairs of foreign nations.

Today, our nation finds itself embroiled in endless foreign military entanglements that have robbed our People of our national wealth, our blood, and ironically our domestic security.

Even the official 9-11 Report documents it was our long standing policies of foreign meddling that has caused foreign nationals to turn their hostilities toward America.

In response, our Treasury has been plundered for a decade long escalation of global military and intelligence infrastructure of the U.S. Empire, and the institutionalization of a domestic national Police State, attempting to monitor and control every communication, financial transaction, purchase and location of every citizen.

Has our government's use of the public Treasury been Constitutional?

Has its use been to fulfill the intended mandate of the "General Welfare" clause?

Can our nation much longer sustain such an unlawful pursuit of the "General Welfare?"

Given the far reaching interpretation of the term, can there be ANY limits upon the Government as long it justifies its acts as toward the "General Welfare"?    

Don't miss this important meeting next Tuesday night. 

Homework for next week:

Please read Article 9 and the WTP Petition for Redress of Grievances on this topic.

The links for these documents can be found on the ArticlesOfFreedom.us website, at the bottom (footnotes) of the HTML version of Article 8 of the Articles of Freedom.
  
X. Closing Remarks – Thank you for coming!  Tell your friends, family members, associates, neighbors, about the group and invite them to come. Please remember to use the AOF “invitation cards” and “tear sheets” to promote the Group and its next meeting.

It is an honor and a privilege to be doing this with all of you.

See you next week!

####

Adjourn

ORGANIZERS:  Please note the Meeting Minutes Form:  AOF FORM 104

Meeting minutes should be recorded by the Secretary and approved via signature.  Word by word transcriptions not needed, significant content, transactions, elections, etc. should be recorded.  Please retain all minutes/corrections in permanent records.

Please remember to keep up on your record keeping! It is critical to maintain the integrity of our organization, provide the transparency needed to attract supporters and to insure the continuity of every local AOf Meetup. 
