AGENDA

Articles of Freedom Meetup Groups
OREINTATION MEETING 

SEPTBEMER 21, 2010
Welcome by Group Organizer
Patriots Prayer
 (click here for copy) (leader can choose alternate prayer if desired)   
Song to America
Using tape, CD or download (Click here to download the Star Spangled Banner music (MP3) and click here for the printable lyrics)  Organizer can select other songs -- see the main aofmeetup resource page.)
Pledge of Allegiance
Opening Announcements: 
1. Chairman, pro-tem

2. Secretary pro-tem

3. Treasurer pro-tem

4. Hand out copies of Agenda

5. We will adjourn the formal meeting at 8:30 PM

6. We must vacate the room by _____. 

7. Location of bathrooms

Introductions: 
1. Special guests 
2. Each attendee to give name, home town and affiliation(s) 
Purpose of the Operation People Power and Meetup Groups: 
1. TO RESTORE AND MAINTAIN THE CONSTITUTION:

2. To provide an appropriate structure for many people to come together to learn about their federal and state Constitutions, to learn about the violations which have injured America, and to learn about the Articles of Freedom - a Plan to stop the violations and restore constitutional governance.
3. To institutionalize citizen vigilance for constitutional compliance by building a nationwide network of inter-connected neighborhood groups capable of:
 
1) scrutinizing and measuring the level of compliance (by their actions) of their local, county, state and federal officials with the Remedial Instructions of the Articles of Freedom and the requirements of their state and federal Constitutions; and 
2) maintaining professional contact with the media and other community based organizations; and 
3) intelligently, rationally and professionally deciding upon and implementing appropriate, lawful and effective civic actions to encourage cooperation and compliance by elected officials with the Remedial Instructions in the Articles of Freedom and the prohibitions, restrictions and mandates of their state and federal Constitutions. 
4. To establish the foundation and financial support for the construction of fully manned Citizen Vigilance Centers for each state and in the District of Columbia. (Click here for photo of Citizen Vigilance Center, to be modeled after Monticello)

Organizational structure: 
 OVERALL STRATEGY: 
Millions of people with a passion for Constitutional governance, in their cities and towns across America, each doing a little bit of work, guided and supported by a national organization.  
ENTITIES: 
WE THE PEOPLE CONGRESS, INC. – A national, membership-based and membership-supported organization, fully dedicated to the restoration and maintenance of constitutional governance carried out in decency and good order, and capable of guiding and supporting the work of the nationwide network of inter-related and inter-connected Articles of Freedom Meetup groups, as:  
ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP ORGANIZATIONS – Tens of Thousands of bands of Brothers and Sisters, American citizens all, totaling 3-5% of the national population (between 9 and 15 million people) working together, from neighborhoods up, to successfully bring about a drastic change in government: no more unconstitutional acts by their local, state and federal governments. 
Each neighborhood Articles of Freedom Meetup group elects a Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary to fulfill the administrative and leadership requirements of that group.  Each group elects one person to represent their group in an Articles of Freedom County Council. For the time being, each neighborhood group will meet weekly on Tuesday evening from 7-8:30 PM.  
NOTE Regarding previous AOF "Civic Action" procedure.

FYI, during the first round of AOF Meetups started in June 2010, the Meetup procedures contained a directive regarding local and regional ranking of specific AOF Civic Actions. Please note that this procedure requirement has been temporarily DELETED pending further direction from WTP headquarters.   

WEEKLY OVERVIEW: 
AOF Subject Matter Schedule:
(NOTE: All required material and Information Updates will be posted in advance at www.GiveMeLiberty.org/AoFMeetup :

Sept. 28     Meet-up #1 First Official Articles of Freedom Meet-up 
 
 Declaration and Resolves of the Continental Congress
 Article 1: Sovereignty and the Declaration of Independence
Oct. 5        Meet-up #2
Article 2: Constitutional Laws and the Declaration of Independence
Oct. 12       Meet-up #3
Article 3: Petition for Redress and The First Amendment
Oct. 19      Meet-up #4
Article 4:  Militias, Firearms and the Second Amendment
Oct. 26     Meet-up #5
Article 5:  Privacy and the Fourth Amendment
Nov. 2     Meet-up #6
Article 6: Private Property and the 4th, 5th, 9th, 10th and 11th Amendments
Nov. 9     Meet-up #7
Article 7: Juries and the 7th Amendment
Nov. 16   Meet-up #8
Article 8: Income Tax and the Sixteenth Amendment
Nov. 23  Meet-up #9
Article 9: Foreign Policy and the General Welfare Clause of the Preamble to the Constitution
Nov. 30  Meet-up #10
Article 10: Money and Article 1 of the Constitution
Dec.  7     Meet-up #11
Article 11: Public Debt and Article 1 of the Constitution
Dec. 14   Meet-up #12
Article 12: War Powers and Articles 1 and 2 of the Constitution
Dec. 21  **NO** Meeting

Dec. 28 **NO** Meeting


Jan.4      Meet-up #13

  Article 13: Eligibility and the Natural Born Citizen Clause of Article 2, Section 1 
                  of the Constitution
Jan. 1 1   Meet-up #14"
Article 14: Illegal Immigration and the Oath of Office Clause of
Article 2, Section 1, and the Faithfully Execute Clause of Article 2, Section 3 of the Constitution
Article 15: Ancillary Report on the Welfare State (will not be covered)
Jan. 18    **NO** Meeting 
Jan. 25    Next series AOF ORIENTATION Meetup  (Weekly rotation repeats)
Cyclical Nature of the Schedule Means new members joining at any time during the process, say week 8, will learn about the AoF Article of that week, along with everyone else, and will go on from there to learn about the rest of the Articles.
GUIDELINES: MEMBERSHIP AND GROUP EXPECTATIONS
 ARTICLES OF FREEDOM Meetup groups shall be established at the neighborhood level as an open forum for any citizen who wishes to study and learn about their Constitution, the Articles of Freedom and the Right of the People to hold government accountable to the Constitution.  Those who establish these groups are to welcome all and encourage participation by every member in whatever way each individual feels to contribute.
All are welcome who sincerely and earnestly wish to study and apply the information with the end-goal of restoring and maintaining constitutional governance in the United States of America. 
All attendees are required to follow a simple set of guidelines in a manner which will provide for the ongoing expansion of the group and fulfill its goals as a respected and highly visible member of the community: 
1) All members shall participate in the group with harmony, unity and collaboration in mind. Members of the group will support each other in a way that honors the individual and the group.  Each member shall conduct him or herself, at all times, in a manner that honors their Creator and our Country and Constitution, as well as their fellow man, in the Spirit of Brotherhood and Cooperation.  
2) All members of the group shall be positive members of We the People Congress, Inc. (WeThePeopleCongress.org for membership dues options.  Here is the Congress home page.
3) All members of the group are equal.  All activities and efforts of the group are voluntary.  Members may participate at whatever level their heart dictates.  All members are to support each other and appreciate/encourage the unique strengths in each person.  Members will support their elected officers.  Members will pay the dues required by the group to sustain its needs.
4) The Articles of Freedom Meetup Groups are non-political, non-partisan in nature.  They shall provide complete relief from any focus on elections, political candidates, politics, personalities, parties and legislation.  The focus is solely on learning about the Constitution to the degree that citizens can be effective in demanding it be restored to save America, by holding their elected officials accountable, regardless of their political stripes and whether they voted for them or not.  While members of the group may meet with and/or interact with candidates for office or those in office, the discussion is never about the political nature of that position, but only as concerns obeying and implementing the Constitution.  
5) Members will come to learn and honor the difference between political questions and Constitutional questions.  There is to be no discussion of legislation or political candidates/issues except as relates to interest in the Constitution or AOF.  
6) Media and/or candidates may be invited, even encouraged, to come to the meetings to learn and listen.
7)  All members of an Articles of Freedom Meetup Group will be asked to read, sign and date the following 2-page Acknowledgement at the time of their registry.  The group leader will keep a copy of this acknowledgement on file, but it will only be accessible to the member and the chairman: 
(ORGANIZERS: please have sufficient copies of this document available at your meeting)

Articles of Freedom Meetup
Personal Acknowledgement

I, ___________________________, regard the Articles of Freedom Meetup group as a positive opportunity for me to educate myself about my Constitution; to learn about the Articles of Freedom as a plan to restore and maintain constitutional governance in America; and to take action, at whatever level I feel is appropriate for me, to help restore and maintain the Constitution.  I am grateful for this opportunity and grateful for those who, like me, feel to come together at this time in America.  
I recognize the People have the ultimate power in our society, are the final arbiters of the Constitution and are the only sure reliance for the preservation of our Liberty. I recognize that it is the People who have allowed these conditions in America and we are the only ones who can fix it.  By my efforts in this group, I join with others all across America who are doing the same, and know that it is only a matter of time before we can be part of a great awakening and change in the consciousness of our people.
I am not entering this group to try to change its purpose, activity or agenda.  I will respect the agenda, the purpose and the plan, knowing that my input and contributions will always be respected and appreciated.   If I have other things I wish to focus on, I will find other channels for those areas that call me.  I will respect and honor that WTPC has a specific mission in mind.
I will support and respect the members of every AOF group in an impersonal, loving manner and expect that they will do the same for me.  I will not criticize, condemn, judge or blame any person in the group.  I will conduct myself peacefully and harmoniously in a way that honors God, America, the Constitution and my fellow man.  I will dress, act and speak in a manner that reflects a high standard for our citizens, desiring that our country return to the Founding Principles which have made this country exceptional.  I now can see that there has been a plan in place for many years with the sole intent of lowering the standards of our people, through their words, appearance, actions and deeds.  I will not be part of this any longer.  It is the spirit of the people who make a country great and I step into my Best Self.
I will not allow divisiveness or gossip to enter into this group.  If someone speaks to me about someone else in a manner that is not positive or undermining, I will change the subject back to the Constitution or the Articles of Freedom.  I will watch out for others as I watch out for myself.  I will forgive others shortcomings as I forgive my own shortcomings.  
If I have a disagreement with someone in the group, I will remember that all have come because they care about America as I do and are trying, as I am, to do something that will bring about a positive change.  I will not let personalities get in the way of our individual “greatness” and what we each have to contribute.  If I complain, become malcontent or negative about what is taking place in a way that disrupts the group’s sincere efforts, I will remove myself from the group or will comply with the leader if asked to do so. If something I choose to do seriously undermines the harmony or unity of my group, I will depart the group permanently.  I will never do anything to undermine this group’s success.  If I disagree with something that is taking place to the point where I feel to leave, I will go on my way, without malice to the organization or anyone within it.
My ability to contribute to the success of this group and those within it, will have a positive lifting effect on my life, everyone in the group, their loved ones, their homes, our community and ultimately our country.
I will hold myself accountable to these words, seeking to fulfill their meaning every week in our meetings, as we move forward to restore the Constitution for the United States of America.
SIGNED: ____________________________________


PRINT NAME: ________________________________ 


DATE:    ____________________________________

ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO START AOF MEETUP GROUPS:

Step up to be an Organizer of an Articles Of Freedom Meetup Group in Your Town or City.
1. Check out www.meetup.com to find out if an “Articles of Freedom Meetup Group” exists in your local area.  If there is a group, join it and go! 
2. If not, secure two other people who are willing to be “founding” members of a new Group in your town or city.  Check the www.GiveMeLiberty.org/aofmeetup resource page for all the needed instructions and guidance
3. Secure a location to meet. 
4. Click here for the six-step process and customized AOF "fill-in-the-blank" information www.Meetup.com guides all new groups through when creating a new group.  
GUIDELINES:  RUNNING YOUR AOF MEETUP GROUP:
1. All groups meet on the same evening: initially, 90 minutes, every Tuesday from 7-8:30 PM.
2. Between meetings each week, all members of the group hand out 2” x 3 ½“ cards to people in the community announcing time and location of the next meeting, inviting them to attend.
3. Using lap top and LCD Projector or large screen digital television (if possible), groups focus on the Articles of Freedom, one at a time, beginning with Article I, repeating the process for a second 14 weeks. Each week at least one video will be presented. At this time videos are NOT available "offline" and can ONLY be viewed via a robust online Internet connection.

In the event that you do not have a laptop or LCD Projector, make hard copies of the written materials referenced in the footnotes of each Article for the group to read aloud. See the Articles of Freedom – Course Calendar. 

If you have a larger group or have the proper resources, please also consider hooking your laptop or computer to a regular sized, old technology analog television. Many computers have an analog output connector specifically intended to hook to a television antenna/cable input jack.

No matter what choice is made for displaying streaming video, PLEASE don't forget to provide adequate AUDIO output from your computer.  Virtually every computer and laptop has a small 1/8" headphone jack that can be plugged into any portable computer audio system. 

VERY IMPORTANT:  When selecting a Meetup location please CHECK well in advance your ability to stream the AOF videos from the exact location your meeting will be held!  You MUST have a robust, cable/DSL level broadband Internet connection to view the videos.  Remember to conduct a full "dry-run" with ALL  your equipment to make sure it works on site.  Remember cables, connectors, electrical cords, etc. as needed.

4. WTPC National will provide a suggested agenda and study guide outline for each meeting and the Article to be studied.  Groups may include guest speakers or other information, only as will assist the group to learn more about the Constitution and/or the Articles of Freedom in this specific area.  
5. Every meeting begins with a Welcome; Honor to God, Country and the Constitution; review of old business; new business; then focus on the Article to be studied that evening;  Actions to take at the local, state, regional or national level based on the Remedial Instructions;  adjournment.  
6. In studying the Article in question, groups will watch the Continental Congress 2009 video presentations and then read the Petition for Redress and the related Article.
7. Groups then openly discuss that Article All groups always deal only with facts, no opinions.
8. All groups avoid political questions: do not endorse candidates.
9. After reviewing that evening’s Article and video, the regular Agenda should provide time to discuss local execution of the Civic Actions and other matters of new/old business.
10. Except for brief presentations by other like-minded organizations interested in forming and alliance, meetings are devoted singularly to the objectives and scope of the AOF initiative.
11. Unrelated solicitations, presentations, sales, of private businesses or unrelated organizations,   etc. are prohibited.  
GUIDELINES: STANDARD WEEKLY MEETING AGENDA
Welcome
Patriots Prayer or Other Prayer
Song to America
Pledge of Allegiance
Important Messages
Information from WTPC National
WTPC Memberships
Collection of Local Dues
Old Business: Nationwide consensus on Civic Actions re previous week’s Article
New Business: Study of Next AOF Article and prioritization of Civic Actions
Q & A 
Preview Next Week’s Meeting
Adjourn
Election of officers: 
Each group shall elect a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer at the first official meeting.  The term of the position is for four months.  The same individuals can be re-elected into the same positions, provided they are on good terms with all the members of the group and have fulfilled their duties and responsibilities in a positive manner.
The duties of the Chairman are as follows: 
*To organize the Meetups, with the assistance of WTPC national, and those who offer assistance, within the group;
*To appoint special committees or persons to oversee special projects, activities or needs of the group, in relation to itself or its outreach to federal and state government; other organizations; the media; or the community;
*To see that group members are elected to fulfill the posts on the WTPC County advisory council; 
*To see that all members fulfill their obligations to the group;
*To handle and resolve any situations which confront the group or individuals;
*To ensure the group fulfills its mandate;
*To keep the group positive, humble, motivated and focused.

The duties of the Secretary are as follows:
*To publicize the agenda for the next meeting to its members via the meetup post using the template found here; 
*To keep Minutes of each meeting using the template found here;  
*To circulate the Minutes to the officers for approval;  
*To allow their corrections and to finalize Minutes and file these accordingly.  
*To purchase a sufficient number of 2” by 3.5” cards using the printable Avery business card template (10 cards per page)
See links bleow.

The duties of the Treasurer are as follows:
Each treasurer keeps a record of all income and expenses, including receipts for every transaction.  Use Form 100 , see below.
Each treasurer collects the $3 membership dues for the group each month; and enforces the WTPC $7 month membership rule (this is done by the individual online directly with WTPC), using the template found here. 
Each treasurer shall provide repeated notice: Donations to the AOF Meetup group are NOT tax-deductible. Congress Memberships are NOT tax deductible.  
GUIDELINES: EXECUTING THE ARTICLES OF FREEDOM PLAN:

 1. All group members reach out to increase the membership of the group, week after week.  The good efforts and right actions of the group will result in positive word-of-mouth: The goal is to have people coming to the group, wanting to join!
2. All groups reach out to other groups in the country or surrounding counties, to stay apprised of opportunities to increase awareness of the Articles of Freedom and to take action.
3. Local groups agree to work in alignment with task initiatives established by the national AOF sponsor, We The People Congress in addition to supporting and personalizing their local efforts according to the needs of their area and state opportunities.  
4. All group members are always polite and respectful and well-dressed(!) when addressing public officials
5. All groups communicate with public officials in writing: “if it is not in writing it does not exist.”
 GUIDELINES: FUNDRAISING & RECORD KEEPING
Local fund raising and support of the national operation is critical to the success of the AOF initiative.  As such, some basic fundraising and record keeping practices are necessary.
The individual members of each Articles of Freedom Meet-Up group will donate $10 per month.  Of the $10 per month, $7 will go to, and support that individual’s monthly membership in the We The People Congress, Inc., and $3 per month will be retained by the Meet-up group. $7 donations to We The People Congress, Inc. will be made at www.wethepeoplecongress.org. $3 donations will be received by the Group's Treasurer and deposited in a local (community, non-national) joint bank account in the name of the Chairman and the Treasurer. 
Cash handling guidance – transparent, supported by minimal accountability procedures is important for three main reasons: 1) to protect the group against fraud, theft or embezzlement; 2) to protect all volunteers from accusations of dishonesty or the temptation to commit fraud; and 3) to assure donors that their donations and gifts are used for the purpose for which they were given.
Each Treasurer collects $3 (once) each month from each member for local expenses. 
Each Treasurer enforces $7 (once) each month membership in We The People Congress (national).
Treasurer to provide repeated notice: Donations to the AOF Meetup group are NOT tax-deductible. Congress Memberships are NOT tax deductible.
Until further Notice, ALL WTP Congress funds will be strictly limited to expenses directly related to facilitating and supporting the activist activities of the Articles of Freedom Meet-Up groups nationwide, and to institutionalizing citizen vigilance of government nationwide, including the construction of a Citizen Vigilance Center in each state Capital.
Use of local funds is strictly limited to reimbursements for expenses directly related to the citizen vigilance activities of the local Articles of Freedom group. NO such funds are permitted for the payment of time or labor of volunteers or group members.  Both deposits (collections) and withdrawals (expenditures) require dual signatures of both the Chairman and the Treasurer, with such records copied and held by the Treasurer and Secretary. All withdrawal transactions for reimbursement MUST have an original receipt and signed statement documenting the nature of the expense.  Copies of all transaction records are to be retained by both Treasurer and Secretary until turned over to persons succeeding in those capacities. Following each meeting, dated records as to locally generated WTPC membership applications should also be kept and dual signed, particularly noting total local dues collections vs. credit card applications.  Membership app, paid by check/M.O.  MUST be made out WTP Congress, Inc. Prefer that members join online OR mail/submit their own app/$ to HQ.
GUIDELINES: PRIVACY POLICY
Each Meet Up group organizer, County Council member, State Council member, Regional Council Member and National Council Member will be able to communicate with those members in their “jurisdiction.” 
Promoting and expanding your Group:

1. AOF Meetup Business Cards: Hand an Articles of Freedom Meetup card to people you come in contact with between weekly meetings, writing in the date of the next meeting. Uses standard Avery business card format. (Organizers: Customimze these templates and have cards available to hand out at Meetups) Click here for the modifiable Word formats:
FRONT-of card-v1 (graphic)     FRONT-of-cardv2 (text)
BACK-of-card-v1

2. AOF Meetup Flyers: Post customized “tear-slip” flyers around town with customized Meetup information from your group. (Have copies available for members.) Click here to download FLYER-Tear-Slip-v1.
 Action Items for Next AOF Meetup, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28: 
1. Bring notebook and signed acknowledgement
2. Bring your own personal copy of AOF - both the full and summary versions
3. Visit www.CC2009.us and become familiar with CC2009 enough to understand how Articles of Freedom came to be.
4. Watch the CC 2009 Opening Address by Michael Badnarik, President of Continental Congress 2009, and Bob Schulz.
(Click here).

5. Become familiar with the AOF Table of Contents;  
6. Read "Declaration and Resolves" and "Article 1"

Q&A 

Adjourn



Organizers only: AOF MEETUP FORMS:

Please see the separate printable Forms file(s) posted in the administration
section of the www.GiveMeLiberty.org/aofmeetup resource page.

ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS 
FORM 100: COLLECTIONS / DEPOSIT

Meeting/Event Date: __________________________

AOF Meetup Group/Location  
______________________________________________________

Today we collected:
$ ____________________________   CASH
$ ____________________________  CHECKS/M.O.s
$ ____________________________  (Other)
TOTAL $  ________________________ 

The monies collected will be (circle one)  DEPOSITED   or   HELD IN TRUST

by  ________________________________________________.

Signed:
______________________________  Treasurer     Date ________________
Name (print) ___________________________________

______________________________  Chairman   Date ________________
Name (print) ____________________________________

Notes:  ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS
FORM 101: EXPENSE / DISBURSEMENT

Date: __________________________

AOF Meetup Group/Location  

______________________________________________________

Nature of Expense: (briefly explain/ justify/ attach receipt)

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Reimbursement PAID to: (briefly explain/ justify/ attach receipt)

 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Signed:
_________________________________ Treasurer     Date _____________

Name (print) ____________________________________


_________________________________ Chairman    Date _____________

Name (print) ____________________________________
ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS
FORM 102: FINANCIAL BALANCE SHEET

Beginning balance on (date) ___________ was  $______________ _________

                                                                        (circle one) 
                                                             
Date:  ___________________   Deposit/Collection   ________________
                                                                   or  Expense/Withdrawl        _______________

Date:  ___________________   Deposit/Collection   ________________
                                                                   or  Expense/Withdrawl        _______________

Date:  ___________________   Deposit/Collection   ________________
                                                                   or  Expense/Withdrawl        _______________

Date:  ___________________   Deposit/Collection   ________________
                                                                   or  Expense/Withdrawl        _______________

Date:  ___________________   Deposit/Collection   ________________
                                                                   or  Expense/Withdrawl        _______________

AS of (date)______________ TOTAL BALANCE OF FUNDS = $  _____________

Signed:
_________________________  Treasurer     Date ________________
Name (print) ____________________________________

__________________________Chairman    Date ________________  
Name (print) ____________________________________
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