FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
INTRODUCING: We The People of New York, Inc

The Constitution Gets a Lobby in New York State

ALBANY, NEW YORK - June 15, 2011 - Robert L. Schulz,  a prominent  Constitutionalist and long-time resident of Queensbury, New York, today announced the formation of a Constitution Lobby for New York State to be called “We The People of New York, Inc,” a permanent non-political, not-for-profit organization, formed of, by and for the People of New York, whose sole purpose will be to scrutinize government behavior and hold elected officials accountable to City Charters and their State and Federal Constitutions.  Citizens in Connecticut, the “Constitution State,” incorporated just hours before New Yorkers yesterday and other states are planning to follow.   Each State will be independent in its operation, but will share similar incorporation principles, by-laws and standards and be prepared to stand together.  

Incorporators plan to spend the month of July visiting 34 cities around the state in a massive membership drive, seeking 5% of New York’s population or 800,000 people “who care enough to want to hold government accountable.”  Each “founding member” of the Lobby will be asked to pay an annual dues of $25, which spread across 800,000 citizens, will give the Lobby $20 million to move forward.  A building in the likeness of Jefferson’s self-designed home “Monticello,” is proposed to staff constitutional attorneys and others who will assist a network of  paid “constitutional monitors” located throughout the state, who will quietly and professionally watch the actions of local and state officials, comparing their decisions to the requirements of the Law.
“It seems everyone and everything in America now has a Lobby, except the People and our Constitutions,” says Schulz.  “The Constitution Lobby of New York will never be involved with political issues or questions; it will not endorse candidates or make contributions to campaigns; but will focus entirely on challenging violations of the Law; from the Constitutions down to town ordinances.  The Lobby will be above politics, personalities and parties. Everyone in government will come to know there is a no-nonsense, effective watchdog in place to keep government on track,” said Schulz.

Schulz has spoken about institutionalizing citizen vigilance in America for years, long before the American people, government or the media were awake to the dangers of not adhering to the principles and prohibitions of the greatest governing documents ever given to mankind.  For more than thirty years, he has been teaching citizens about their Constitutions and Petitioning the government to stop violations which he says have devastated America.  He has repeatedly called for freedom loving people to come together and unite in their stand for constitutional governance, using the example of Gandhi and Martin Luther King as models for reform.  “A critical mass of us, peaceful in intent, but firm in resolve, can do what individuals and small groups cannot do,” he said. “The Constitution cannot defend itself and it is not a menu.  It should be obvious to all by now, that government is not going to defend the Constitution.  Jefferson was right: the People are the only sure reliance for the preservation of our Liberty,” he concluded.  

New Yorkers are familiar with the likes of Robert Schulz.  Before turning his attention to violations of the federal Constitution, he spent nearly two decades petitioning every level of government in the state for Redress.  His efforts resulted in dozens of decisions by the Unified Court System, often setting significant precedent in law, including State Finance law, Environmental law, Highway law, Standing law, and Election law.  He is currently lead plaintiff in the Clean Elections lawsuit which is challenging the New York Board of Elections regarding the use of electronic machines for vote counting, arguing the People have the Fundamental Right to know their votes are being counted accurately.

“The effectiveness of any Lobby is directly proportional to the size of its membership,” he said.  “History will show whether the People of New York care about their Constitutions enough to come together in this way,” he continued. “If by Constitution Day, September 17, we have not reached 75% of our goal, then the money will be returned and the people’s voices will remain muted, as we all experience the tragic effects of the unraveling of the Great American Experiment,” he concluded.  

To join the Constitution Lobby, visit www.givemeliberty.org/constitutionlobby
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