FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

History in the Making: The Constitution Gets a Lobby in New York State, Of, By and For The People To Hold Government Accountable
Statewide Membership Drive Kick-offs in Queensbury on July 5: Seeking 800,000 Members

   
QUEENSBURY, NEW YORK - June 23, 2011 – Citizens from Queensbury and surrounding towns are invited and encouraged to attend an important meeting on Tuesday evening, July 5 at 7pm at the Harrisena Community Church – Robinson Fellowship Hall on 1616 Ridge Road to learn about the State’s new Constitution Lobby, a permanent non-political, not-for-profit organization, formed of, by and for the People of New York which was approved by state officials last week.  The Constitution Lobby will organize a large number of people who will watch what government is doing at every level and hold them directly accountable, without undue reliance on the political process.   The Lobby will ensure that both the letter and the spirit of the State and federal Constitutions and the City Charters are upheld.  Connecticut established an identical Constitution Lobby there last week and citizens in other states are preparing to do the same.  Bob Schulz, prominent Constitutional activist and visionary for the idea and Judith Whitmore, two of three incorporators for New York, will lead the meeting.
   
“We can’t think of a better place to begin our statewide membership drive than here in Queensbury and hope the place will be filled to overflowing with people who truly care about restoring the greatest governing documents ever given to mankind,” said Schulz.  “We need 5% of New York’s 16 million people or 800,000 members to give the Lobby the organization, power and resources it needs to succeed.  If you are concerned about the economy, the general condition and direction of the state and see the need for much more government accountability, come learn more about how it will work and become a founding member. Think of what could be accomplished if the People came together in a non-political effort to stop the wrongs,” he concluded. 
   
The Constitution Lobby will include a network of 1220 paid “constitutional monitors” located across the state, who will quietly and professionally watch the actions of local and state officials, comparing their decisions to the requirements of the Law.  The monitors will interface with a “citizen vigilance center” in Albany staffed with constitutional attorneys and other support staff.  
“The cost to join is $25.00 per year,” said Schulz.  “The benefits will be predictability, the end of confusion and chaos, and the restoration of the rule of law.  For the Lobby to be effective, we need every right thinking citizen in New York to step up and become a member.  It doesn’t matter what party you belong to, who you vote for or what they are doing or not doing in office.   The Lobby will focus on the restrictions, mandates, prohibitions and mandates of our governing documents,” he concluded.

  
The Lobby will take on constitutional issues where government has stepped out of the boundaries of the state’s governing documents.  “People have the Right to a balanced budget; to vote their approval before the state can enter into debt; to have their privacy protected, among many other issues,” said Schulz.  “Looking to the Laws, returning to them and staying with them, will bring the stability and restoration we need, or else we plunge deeper into debt, dependency and decay.  Government will come to know there is a no-nonsense, effective watchdog in place to keep them on track.”
   Schulz has spoken about institutionalizing citizen vigilance in America for years, long before the American people, government or the media were awake to the dangers of not adhering to the State and federal Constitutions. For more than thirty years, he has been educating citizens and Petitioning the government to stop violations which he says have devastated America.  

   Before turning his attention to violations of the federal Constitution, he spent nearly two decades petitioning every level of government in New York for Redress.  His efforts resulted in dozens of decisions by the Unified Court System, often setting significant precedent in law, including State Finance law, Environmental law, Highway law, Standing law, and Election law.  He is currently lead plaintiff in the Clean Elections lawsuit which is challenging the New York Board of Elections regarding the use of electronic machines for vote counting, arguing the People have the Fundamental Right to know their votes are being counted accurately.

   “The effectiveness of any Lobby is directly proportional to the size of its membership,” he said.  “We hope to achieve 400,000 members by Constitution Day, September 17 and ask for all to join with us to make it happen.   Put July 5th on your calendar and come to the meeting.”

Ready to join now?  New Yorkers can go to www.givemeliberty.org/constitutionlobby and be founding members of “We The People of New York, Inc.” 
MEDIA CONTACT:  Judith Whitmore  
honoramerica@gmail.com  518.656.3578 or 804.405.6505 (cell)
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