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the captures which shall be made by the public armed vessels of the
United States .

SEC . 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to grant to the owners of
private armed ships and vessels of the United States, who shall make
application therefor, special commissions in the form which he shall
direct, and under the seal of the United States ; and such private armed
vessels, when duly commissioned, as aforesaid, shall have the same license
and authority for the subduing, seizing and capturing any armed French
vessel, and for the recapture of the vessels, goods and effects of the peo-
ple of the United States, as the public armed vessels of the United States
may by law have ; and shall be, in like manner, subject to such instruo-
tioiis as shall be ordered by the President of the United States, for the
regulation of their conduct . And the commissions which shall be
granted, as aforesaid, shall be revocable at the pleasure of the President
of the United States .
SEC. 3. Provided, and be it further enacted, That every person in-

tending to set forth and employ an armed vessel, and applying for a com-
mission, as aforesaid, shall produce in writing the name, and a suitable
description of the tonnage and force of the vessel, and the name and
place of residence of each owner concerned therein, the number of the
crew and the name of the commander, and the two officers next in rank,
appointed for such vessel ; which writing shall be signed by the person or
persons making such application, and filed with the Secretary of State,
or shall be delivered to any other officer or person who shall be em-
ployed to deliver out such commissions, to be by him transmitted to the
Secretary of State.
SEC. 4 . And provided, and be it further enacted, That before any

commission, as aforesaid, shall be issued, the owner or owners of the
ship or vessel for which the same shall be requested, and the commander
thereof, for the time being, shall give bond to the United States, with at
least two responsible sureties, not interested in such vessel, in the penal
sum of seven thousand dollars ; or if such vessel be provided with more
than one hundred and fifty men, then in the penal sum of fourteen thou-
sand dollars ; with condition that the owners, and officers, and crews
who shall be employed on board of such commissioned vessel, shall and
will observe the treaties and laws of the United States, and the instruc-
tions which shall be given them for the regulation of their conduct :
And will satisfy all damages and injuries which shall be done or com-
mitted contrary to the tenor thereof, by such vessel, during her commis-
sion, and to deliver up the same when-revoked by the President of the
United States.

SEC. 5 . And be it . further enacted, That all armed French vessels,
together with their apparel, guns and appurtenances, and any goods or
effects which shall be found on board the same, being French property,
and which shall be captured by any private armed vessel or vessels of
the United States, duly commissioned, as aforesaid, shall be forfeited,
and shall accrue to the owners thereof, and the officers and crews by
whom such captures shall be made ; and on due condemnation had,
shall be distributed according to any agreement which shall be between
them ; or in failure of such agreement, then by the discretion of the court
before whom such condemnation shall be .

SEC . 6. And be it further enacted, That all vessels, goods and effects, American

the property of any citizen of the United States, or person resident there- property recap.

in, which shall be recaptured, as aforesaid, shall be restored to the law- stored to be re _
on the

ful owners, upon -payment by them, respectively, of a just and reasonable payment orsal-

salvage, to be determined by the mutual agreement of the parties con- sage .

cerned, or by the decree of any court of the United States having mari-
time jurisdiction according to the nature of each case : Provided,
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